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Premier Doug Ford (right) announces $20 million in funding for Peel Regional Police at the Emil V. Kolb Police 
Training Centre on Jan. 24, 2020, as Brampton Mayor Patrick Brown (left) and Peel Police Chief Nishan Duraiap- 


Two years after Patrick Brown took on the top job 
in Brampton, he finally faced off with Ontario Pre- 
mier Doug Ford last Friday. 

Ford and Brown, whose political fortunes are in- 
extricably linked, held their first meeting Friday on 
neutral territory at a police station in Mississauga, as 
Ford announced $20.5 million to fight gun and gang 
violence in Peel Region. 

Ever since Brown became Brampton's Mayor, he 
has never been given a chance by Premier Doug Ford 
to meet him. However, they have met with Mayors 
and political leaders throughout the province one on 
one. 

On Jan. 24, the day finally came when both of 
them, seemingly listening to the will of taxpayers and 
putting aside any apparent bad blood, united to an- 
nounce their support for major funding to help the 
region tackle violent crime. 

"(Gun and gang violence) is a GTA-wide problem," 
said Brown, flanked by Ford, Peel Regional Chair 
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pah (centre) look on. (Submitted) 


Nando Iannicca, Mississauga Mayor Bonnie Crom- 
bie and Peel Police Chief Nishan Duraiappah at the 
packed press conference. "We can never underesti- 
mate the sophistication of criminal organizations 
who know full well which regions have more dimin- 
ished response capabilities. I am grateful that Pre- 
mier Ford and Solicitor General (Sylvia) Jones have 


heard our call for guns and gang funding. This is an _, 


important tool that our police require to keep 
Brampton and Peel Region safe.” 

The $20.5 million in funding announced by the 
province Friday will support a number of initiatives, 
including a plan to open a community police station 
in the downtown core, greater collaboration with 
faith-based organizations to help residents during 
city-wide emergencies and additional CCTV cameras 
on busy transitways, including Highways 403 and 
410. 
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Caledon’s sport registration day is 
your one-stop shop for information 
and to register in: 


BALL HOCKEY 
BASEBALL 
HOCKEY 
POLE VAULT 
SOCCER 
TENNIS 


Saturday, February 8, 2020 


9 a.m. - Noon 


SPORTS 


REGISTRATION DAY 


Caledon Centre for Recreation & Wellness 
14111 Regional Road 50 North, Bolton 


PARTICIPATING SPORTS GROUPS: 


Belfountain Tennis Club 

Bolton Pole Vault 

Bolton Tennis Club 

Bolton Wanderers Soccer Club 
Caledon Minor Baseball Association 
Caledon Minor Ball Hockey League 


For more information contact 
recreation@caledon.ca 
caledon.ca/recreation 


Caledon Minor Hockey Association 
Caledon Soccer Club 

Caledon Special Olympics 
Palgrave Tennis Club 

Palgrave Youth Sports 
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Province’s funding key for Peel police, say advocates 


by Alex Gregory and Surjit Singh Flora 


The announcement 
that Peel Regional Po- 
lice would be receiving 
$20.5 million in provin- 
cial funding to boost 
community safety and 
combat gun and gang 
violence was met with 
open arms by many of 
the region’s top advo- 
cates. 

Premier Doug Ford, 
Mississauga Mayor 
Bonnie Crombie, 
Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown, Peel Re- 
gional Chair Nando Ian- 
nicca, Solicitor General 
Sylvia Jones, Attorney 
General Doug Downey 
and a host of represen- 
tatives from the force 
were on-hand to wel- 
come the announce- 
ment at the Emil V. Kolb 
Centre for Police Train- 
ing. 

The funding is in- 
tended to be a “shot in 
the arm” for the local 
force’s efforts to combat 
the rise of violent crimi- 
nal acts throughout the 
region, including tar- 
geted shootings, mass 
brawls and other gang 
violence. 

Public safety is the 
number one priority of 
the force, said Peel Po- 
lice Chief Nishan Dura- 
iappah, who welcomed 
the announcement. 

"This provincial fund- 


ing will support our 
comprehensive ap- 
proach to mitigating 
and ending gun and 
gang violence,” Dura- 
iappah said. “We look 
forward to enhancing 
our response to this se- 
rious risk in our com- 
munity." 

Reports of gang war- 
fare, shootings and 
other major crimes have 
dominated news head- 
lines over the past year, 
with local communities 
calling for greater sup- 
port in the wake of 
tragic events. 

In Malton, Councillor 
Carolyn Parrish called 
for the reopening of a 
Peel Police community 
station located in West- 
wood Mall after it was 
shuttered in 2018. Last 
September, 17 year-old 
Jonathan Davis was 
killed during a shooting 
in the Goreway and 
Morning Star Drive 
area, which also injured 
five other residents. Du- 
raiappah revealed in 
November that the com- 
munity station was 
being opened due to 
community feedback. 

26 year-old Stouffville 
resident Mario Ibrahim 
was shot and killed out- 
side a condo in the 
Burnhamthorpe Road 
and Confederation 


Parkway area in Sep- 
tember, two days after 
being shot at while driv- 
ing on Highway 401 
near Highway 427, in 
what Peel Police later 
described as a “targeted 
killing”. Several sus- 
pects, who were also 
linked to a robbery in an 
adult entertainment 
club, were arrested and 
charged with Ibrahim’s 
murder. 

Both Brampton and 
Mississauga had advo- 
cated for additional po- 
lice funding, with the 
former leading a delega- 
tion at the 2019 AMO 
(Association of Munici- 


palities of Ontario) Con- 
ference to directly ask 
Solicitor General Sylvia 
Jones for more funding 
and support. 

"The investment we 
are making in Peel Re- 
gion will help deploy ad- 
ditional frontline 
officers and take action 
where and when it is 
needed most," Jones 
said during the an- 
nouncement. 

The recent uptick in 
gun and gang activity 
needs to be stopped be- 
fore it even gets started, 
said Brampton council- 
lor Charmaine 
Williams, who serves on 


the city’s Community 
Safety Advisory Com- 
mittee. 

“This funding will goa 
long way to giving the 
Peel Regional Police the 
resources they need to 
keep the people of 
Brampton safer." 

A portion of the an- 
nounced funding will 
support community ef- 
forts to liaise with the 
force, including town 
hall meets, cultural out- 
reach programs and 
boosting _neighbour- 


hood watch programs. 
The funding is part of 

a larger initiative, an- 

nounced by the province 


last month, to support 
community safety and 
policing throughout On- 
tario. 

In a statement, Ian- 
nicca said that the 
province is committed 
to giving Peel Police the 
resources and funding 
they require to tackle es- 
calating violence. 

“(This) | announce- 
ment is another exam- 
ple of how we are 
working with our 
provincial partners to 
ensure we provide a safe 
and healthy community 
for all our residents," 
Iannicca said. 


Photo Courtesy of City of Brampton 


Mississauga man nabbed 
after Caledon school zone 


speeding 


A Mississauga resi- 
dent was nabbed ear- 
lier this week after 
driving over 75 km/h 
in a_ school zone, 
Caledon OPP re- 
vealed Tuesday. 

The driver, a 21 
year-old Mississauga 
man, who wasn’t 
identified as of press 
time, had their li- 
cense suspennded for 
seven days and their 
car impounded after 
they were caught by 
officers while stunt 
driving near two 
schools in the Old 
Church and _ Innis 
Lake Road area, 
around 12:30 p.m. 
Tuesday afternoon 

In a_ statement, 


Caledon OPP state 
that the driver was 
going at 122 km/hin 
a stated 50 km/h 
zone. 

The area has a 
lower speed limit due 
to being the site of 
several schools in 
Caledon East, includ- 
ing Robert F. Hall 
Catholic Secondary 
and St. Cornelius 
Catholice Elemen- 
tary. 

The driver "should 
have taken advantage 
of math classes of- 
fered in two schools 
he passed," a repre- 
sentative from Cale- 
don OPP later wrote 
in a social media 
post. 


New Peel Police Board Chair appointed 


The Peel Regional Po- 
lice Service Board unan- 
imously passed a 
resolution this past 
weekend to elect a new 
chair. 

Local resident Ron 
Chatha, a major com- 
munity supporter and 
current vice-chair of the 
board, was elected to the 
top spot this past week- 
end during their regular 
meeting. 

Chatha is a noted or- 
ganizer and volunteer, 
serving as a current 
member of the Peel 
Children's Aid Founda- 
tion and participation 
on Brampton's Commit- 
tee of Adjustment and 
School Traffic Safety 
Committee, among 
other responsibilities. 

Speaking to media 
outlets after the meet- 
ing, Chatha said that al- 
though he has only one 
year of experience work- 
ing on the Police Serv- 


LAKESHORE 


POOLS & HOT TUBS 


—————— 


ices Board, he was ex- 
cited by the new oppor- 
tunity. 

Chatha said that 
“there is a very good 
form of coordination be- 
tween the Peel Police 
Chief and the Police 
Board” at present, 
which has resulted in an 
increased community 
presence and forward- 
thinking priorities. 

“T look forward to an 
exciting year ahead,” 
said Chatha, “as we 
work collaboratively 
with my colleagues on 
the board, the Chief and 
the police service to en- 
sure (officers) are pro- 
vided with the tools and 
support they need.” 

Regarding the rising 
trend of violence in Peel 
Region, he said the re- 
cruitment of 35 new po- 
lice officers was the right 
step in this direction. 

Welcoming the re- 
cently received $20.5 


million in funding to 
Peel Police announced 
last Friday, he said that 
both the force and the 
Police Services Board 
are committed to end- 
ing gun and gang vio- 
lence in Peel Region. 
Support for victims 
dealing with mental 
health issues has also 
increased in recent days, 
with Peel Police organ- 
izing a mobile task unit 


to support residents 
dealing with such is- 
sues. 

According to Chatha, 
the police board will de- 
cide in the coming days 
how many deputy chiefs 
are needed by the police 
force and steps will be 
taken to meet that need. 
There are currently four 
deputy chiefs on the 
force. 
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STAY IN Ford/Brown meeting a sign of renewed priorities 
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The funding also came just 
two days after Brampton City 
Council unanimously an- 
nounced the city was facing a 
"healthcare emergency, and 
aeons a motion to compel 
the province for additional 
funding. Brown said last 
Wednesday that the city has 
600 hospital beds and needs 
800 more to put a dent in 
overcapacity waiting areas and 
‘hallway care. 

In a presentation last week, 
representatives from Con- 
cerned Ontario Doctors stated 
that the city had the lowest 
number of hospital beds per 
capita in the province, at 0.9 
beds per resident compared to 
the provincial average of 2.3 
beds. Brampton also receives 
the lowest per capita funding 
in the province, at $937 per 
resident - the second-lowest in 
Canada. The provincial aver- 
age is approximately $2,000 
per resident. 

The resolution to Bramp- 
ton's healthcare problem ap- 
pears to be a_ political 
stalemate. While the capacity 
of Brampton Civic Hospital 
may be 600 beds, it does not 
have 600 beds for service, nor 
are enough doctors and staff 
available to serve 600 beds. 
When Brampton Civic Hospi- 
tal first opened, the previous 
Liberal government had 
promised that the old Peel 
Memorial Hospital, which was 
in need of upgrades and reno- 
vations, would not be closed. 
That promise was broken. 

When the motion to close 
Peel Memorial was opposed, it 
was said that it would be ren- 
ovated and reopened. That 
promise was also broken, and 
a plan to build an ambulatory 
centre instead of a hospital 


was presented instead. At the 
same time, the province de- 
manded $60 million for this 
‘ambulatory center' from the 
city. On the occasion, Bramp- 
ton council imposed a sur- 
charge on property tax and 
paid the amount. The 'ambu- 
latory centre’ was renamed 
Peel Memorial Centre, which 
cost $451 million - but does 
not have a single night care 
unit. With $451 million, a 
whole new hospital could be 
built in the city. 

Ontario had a Liberal gov- 
ernment for almost 15 years, 
and during this time, Bramp- 
ton's population has grown 
steadily. The Liberal govern- 
ment seemingly ignored 
Brampton's needs, which has 
worsened the situation and 
has now become uncontrol- 
lable. 

Some say that Brampton's 
condition has worsened due to 
inadequate blood between 
Mayor Patrick Brown and Pre- 
mier Ford. There is no truth in 
this matter. 

The Ford government was 
formed after the Liberal gov- 
ernment ruled for 15 years, 
cultivating strong relations 
with Mayors in Brampton and 
beyond. Mayor Linda Jeffrey 
was a former Liberal MPP and 
Minister for several years be- 
fore becoming Mayor. While 
Linda was Mayor, Justin 
Trudeau's Liberal government 
was formed in Ottawa, and all 
five MPs in the city became 
Liberals. Has it improved 
health services in Brampton? 

Ford has also been accused 
of canceling an allegedly ac- 
credited university in Bramp- 
ton. The truth is that Wynne's 
Liberal government — an- 
nounced a ‘decision’ to build 
universities in Brampton, Mil- 
ton, and Markham for the 


benefit of its vote bank long 
before the provincial elections, 
but did not provide enough 
funding for any city. 

When the Ford government 
formed, the province's finan- 
cial condition became so weak 
because Liberals left a situa- 
tion that the government 
could not manage funds for, 
including the construction of 
universities in these three 
cities. This was the real reason 
why the Liberals’ plans were 
canceled. 

Brampton's population is 
steadily increasing, and the 
burden on health care is ris- 
ing. The issue is not just the 
long lines at the same hospital, 
but the situation is worsening 
due to the increase in popula- 
tion. There are also lines to see 
family doctors, at walk-in clin- 
ics and specialist doctors. 
Basements are filled, residen- 
tial roads have become park- 
ing lots, schools are full. 

Other cities in Canada also 
have 'Health Emergency’ con- 
ditions due to a large number 
of immigrants. Crime is on the 
rise due to a lack of police in 
the population. The abun- 
dance of 'raw labor' in Bramp- 
ton has resulted in at least $7- 
$8 an hour's pay, potential tax 
evasion and worsening finan- 
cial conditions for labourers. 


A@ 


Today's need is to control 
the population and ask for 
funding from the Justin 
Trudeau government, which is 
responsible for this. 

With the Premier and Mayor 
meeting, it looks like Bramp- 
ton's days will change, with 
better days to come. At this 
meeting, Ford pledged sup- 
port for a new Brampton hos- 
pital after the "healthcare 
emergency” announcement 
last week.. 

Brown welcomed the an- 
nouncement, saying that while 
the Premier indicated that no 
such work would happen 
overnight, it would take time 
to improve. The Premier also 
said that he is not unaware of 
Brampton's problems and 
problems, and will do every- 
thing possible to make Bramp- 
ton more accessible to all. 

Ford said, at the time of tak- 
ing office, "Promises Made, 
Promises Kept." That's what 
he's been doing from day one 
- keeping and delivering his 
promises. 

Now it's time to see how fast 
he will keep and fulfill his gov- 
ernment's commitment to the 
City of Brampton. It may just 
have the benefit of clearing 
many residents' minds about 
the bad blood between Ford 
and Brown. 


Anti-racism report notes “lack of respect” in PDSB 


by Alex Gregory 


Students in schools through- 
out Peel Region have dealt with 
“a profound lack of respect in 
relationships, demonstrated by 
stories of marginalization, dis- 
crimination, differential behav- 
ior, and harassment,” according 
to an interim report released by 
the province earlier this week. 

The interim report, released 
Tuesday, gives an overview of 
concerns raised regarding anti- 
Black racism in the Peel District 
School Board (PDSB), raised in 
response to a request from the 
board in November for the 
province to interview students, 
teachers and parents and share 
their findings.. 

Among other concerns such 
as differential behaviour, ha- 
rassment and other forms of in- 
equity, the report mentions that 
there are “systematic and his- 
torical disparities between and 
across racial, ethnic and cul- 
tural groups.” 

Members of the community 
and government stakeholders 
previously spoke out about the 
method being used to generate 


Digital Newspaper the report last year, requesting 


an independent Black reviewer 
who could give a voice to the 
specific ways racism affects 
Black students. 

Athird reviewer, Canadian 
Association of Black Lawyers 
past president Shawn Richard, 
will work alongside Suzanne 
Herbert and Ena Chadha and 
Suzanne Herbert as they con- 
tinue community consultations. 
The interim report notes that 
more than 350 requests have 
been made for interviews and 
submissions, but the reviewers 
“will not be able meet with 
everyone who has expressed in- 
terest” due to the urgency ex- 
pected by the community. 

According to the report, the 
responses given by interested 
parties has indicated “senti- 
ments (relating) to leadership, 
governance, human resources, 
anti-Black racism, Islamopho- 
bia and other forms of in- 
equities put forward by 
students, parents, educators, 
staff, senior administrators, 
elected officials and community 
members who we have met with 
thus far.” 


PDSB chair Brad MacDonald 
said that the board is commit- 
ted to working with the Ministry 
of Education, and that the per- 
spectives of students, staff and 
teachers are important to help 
eliminate anti-Black racism. 

“We know that there is much 
work to do to build, repair and 
restore trust with the communi- 
ties we serve. This process will 
help us become more transpar- 
ent, responsive and account- 
able, and assist us in upholding 
the principles of equity, inclu- 
sion and human rights that our 
communities have every right to 
demand from us,” said Mac- 
Donald. 

“We look forward to the re- 
viewers’ final report and recom- 
mendations, and are committed 
to taking immediate action to 
ensure that all Peel board learn- 
ing and working environments 
are places where everyone feels 
included, safe and respected.” 

NDP Anti-Racism, Citizen- 
ship and Immigration critic 
Laura Mae Lindo said Monday 
that the province “isn’t serious 
about addressing anti-Black 


racism”, indicating that “mean- 
ingfully addressing anti-Black 
racism is the reason for this in- 
quiry and that pushing these 
important concerns to future 
consultations ‘under a renewed 
mandate’ is unacceptable.” 

Education Minister Stephen 
Lecce said Tuesday that the 
province is committed to fight- 
ing racism in Peel and through- 
out the province, and that the 
government is listening to Black 
and racialized families. 

“I believe students and fami- 
lies deserve better,” said Lecce, 
who previously met with stu- 
dents and parents in Peel to 
hear their experiences and the 
challenges they face. 

“It is my hope that the final 
report will build momentum for 
the transformational change 
racialized families are seeking, 
after a period of inaction... I will 
continue to empower students - 
notably from racialized com- 
munities - to be a part of the so- 
lution, to have a voice, and to 
work collaboratively to elimi- 
nate obstacles to academic suc- 
cess and well-being." 
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with taxpayers and students? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


No one wants to 
strike. 

Teachers would like 
to be in classrooms, 
teaching students. They 


aren't paid during 
strikes. I can't speak to 
all strikes, but I can say 
that I believe that col- 
lective action is not 
generally done without 
serious motivation and 
a feeling that there is no 
better answer. 

When I combine that 
with the active effort to 
mischaracterize _ (lie 
about) teachers and 
their motivations, I will 
tend toward support. If 
you have to lie about 
your opponent, it's 
never a good sign about 
your perspective. 

This perspective is 
very clear about money. 
The teacher's unions 
want the best possible 
deal and more money 
for their members. 

Let's not lie to each 
other and pretend this 
is "about the students.” 
It very clearly is. If this 
was really about educa- 
tion, teachers would be 
demanding more ex- 
tended workdays and 
more working days per 
year. Both of those op- 


tions would improve 
"student outcomes”. 
But they're not de- 
manding that, are they? 
They're not willing to 
give anything - but they 
want more. They're es- 
sentially demanding 
"the status quo plus 
more money.” 

The only issue here is 
money. The teachers 
want more. The Ford 
government is both un- 
willing and unable to 
give more. And the 
Ford government is ab- 
solutely right on this. 
They are the "True" en- 
tity standing with the 
taxpayers and students. 

The people of Ontario 
stated their opinions 
very clearly. Kathleen 
Wynne and her Liberal 
party, the best friend 
the teacher's unions 
ever had, were voted 
out of office by a vast 
margin. 

They lost to a party, 
and a leader, who very 
clearly stated their goal 
was to return some de- 
gree of fiscal sanity to 
the province. 

This conflict has 
nothing whatsoever to 
do with whether or not 
teachers are valued and 
respected. They most 
certainly are. It has 
nothing to do with sup- 
port for education. 
Everyone supports edu- 
cation. 

On the other hand, 
Ford was given a huge 


majority to do exactly 
what he campaigned 
on, making cuts to get a 
handle on the humon- 
gous debt left by 15 
years of incompetent, 
corrupt Liberal spend- 
ing. Those who are 
whining, and sniveling, 
are upset because some 
of those cuts might af- 
fect them. 

We elected the Con- 
servatives to be more 
disciplined in manag- 
ing our taxes, after 
years of overspending 
by the Liberals and 
promises for even 


higher spending. 

I hope they continue 
to reduce spending and 
borrowing, even when 
it's not required. It 
makes a proper change 


from the Liberals, who 
were always happy to 
bow to union pressure 
and tried to buy our 
votes with our own tax- 
payers’ money. 

Most things need 
money, so let's agree on 
just that. The scope of a 
union negotiation with 
an employer is much 
wider than average em- 
ployees in the private 
sector who really have 
just their compensation 
to bargain with - hence 
the misconceptions. 

I'm all for fair work- 
ing conditions, but 
there has to be a bal- 
ance here. They get 
paid significantly more 
than the average per- 
son, have summers off, 
no overtime, and holi- 


days that can run for 
weeks. Rinse and re- 


peat, with minor 
tweaks. 
They make about 


$100,000 for working 
nine months a year, 
plus benefits that push 
that to $120,000. On 
top of that, teachers 
and education workers 
can take as many as 11 
sick days a year paid at 
their full salary and an- 
other 120 short-term 
leave days. 

It is truly shameful 
for a government to at- 
tack its own education 
system and healthcare. 
There is no evidence 
that attacking them will 
improve their quality. 
It's contrary to logic... 
except for the logic of 
the deceitful. These are 


| "moral weights" of soci- 


ety that must be pre- 
served in good order! 
Certainly, disagree- 


' ments and different 


ideas are expected, but 
to attack them with 
misinformation telling 


* Ontarians how rotten 


their education and 
healthcare systems are 
is shameful. "Lying 
Lecce" and _ "Falsity 
Ford" show no moral 


| leadership that unites 


your province. They are 
destroying your 
province. It’s totally 
wrong. The Ford gov- 
ernment is not only 
doing the best they can, 
but they are also clean- 


ing up the mess made 
by the Wynne Liberal 
government. 

Not every strike is the 
same, but if I had to 
generalize, I'd say that 
strikes that drag on for 
a long time hurt the 
students, and often im- 
pact their families ad- 
versely, for sure. The 
more they drag on, the 
less sympathy I have for 
teachers. 

One school board 
here for a day, another 
there. Almost every 
board in Southwestern 
Ontario and beyond has 
been hit. Two million 
school kids affected, 
classes and extras lost 
and, increasingly, re- 
port cards as well. 

Let's be honest here. 
The unions are doing 
their jobs - trying to get 
the best deal for them 
and their members. In 
turn, the government is 
doing their job - being 
stewards of taxpayers’ 
money. 

But let's face it: the 
unions have won for the 
last decade-and-a-half 
under the Liberal gov- 
ernment. 

The best resolution is 
for the teachers to take 
1 per cent, and the gov- 
ernment should scrap 
the class sizes and 
mandatory e-learning. 

If both sides are 
angry, you'll know it's 
likely the best resolu- 
tion. 


CACD PRESENTS 


BLACK 
HISTORY 


Celebrating with us, our great Heritage 


Hon. Jean Augustine, 


Keynote Speaker 


M 


ne 
SSISS 


sauga Valley Community Centre 


Chris Hayles, 


LARRY TAYLOR AUDITORIUM 


1275 Mississauga Valley Boulevard, Mississauga ON. L5A 3R8 


MC 
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PEEL UNITED CULTURAL PARTNERS 
19" Annual Black History Month Concert 


!'CELEBRATE BLACK HISTORY!! 


Believe 


Saturday February 15, 2020 
3:00pm-8:30pm 
Century Gardens Recreation Centre 


340 Vodden Street E, Brampton, ON 


Admission: $10.00 - 2 & under Free 


HERITAGE SINGERS CANADA 
$15.00 at the door 


Featuring performances by: The Heritage Singers 
Liberty Silver, Nicole Chambers 
Drumming, Spoken Word, and more 
Emcee: Luther Brown, Retired Principal & EduConsultant 


Guest Speaker: Dr. Carl James, Professor — York University 


For tickets: Patricia - 905-789-1551 / 416 577-7787 
Lucinda - 905-796-1916 / 905-459-1942 


VENDORS ON SITE!! 


Peel United Cultural Partners is a collaboration of the Congress of Black Women, Brampton Chapter and the United Achievers’ Club 
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School’s out as elementary students affected by 


one-day strik 


by Alex Gregory 

Students may appreci- 
ate the “long weekend’, 
but elementary teachers 
will be on the front lines 
as some Peel schools 
close tomorrow due to a 
one-day strike by a 
teachers’ foundation. 

Elementary schools 
within the region, along 
with schools in the 
Hamilton-Wentworth 
area, will be closed for 
the day as the Elemen- 
tary Teachers’ Founda- 
tion protests a lack of 
progress at the bargain- 
ing table. 

“Ask any ETFO educa- 
tor and they will tell you 
that lack of supports for 
children with special 
needs, large class sizes 
and the violent inci- 
dents occurring in class- 
rooms due to lack of 
supports for students 
with unique learning 
needs are the reasons 
they are willing to go on 
strike,” ETFO 
spokesperson Sam 
Hammond said on Sun- 
day as the strike was an- 
nounced. 

Ina release, the ETFO 
said that it had been 38 
days since both the 
foundation and_ the 
province had sat down 


e 


at the bargaining table, 
and action was needed. 

All elementary schools 
in Peel will be closed to 
kindergarten to grade 8 
students tomorrow, 
while full-day child care 
(infant, toddler and pre- 
school) programs will 
be unaffected. EarlyON 
programs hosted in ele- 
mentary schools will 
also be closed for the 
day. 

In a statement Tues- 
day, the Peel District 
School Board said that 
they will be monitoring 
the strike situation and 
providing further up- 
dates as necessary. 

“Peel board elemen- 
tary teachers play an 
important role in keep- 
ing schools running 
smoothly and safely,” 
said the board, indicat- 
ing that the situation is 
“frustrating” for — stu- 
dents, staff and families. 

“We all want Peel 
board schools and work 
sites to continue to be 
places that value the ef- 
forts of all who con- 
tribute to student 
success and well-being. 
We remain hopeful that 
an agreement will be 
reached soon. In the in- 


terim, we will work to 
ensure that students 
have as positive a year 
as possible,” the board 
wrote. Other one-day 
strikes will take place in 
regions throughout the 
province over the next 
week, with elementary 
teachers in Waterloo, 
Simcoe and Keewatin- 
Patricia conducting a 


AEMENTARY «2 
L TEACHERS «ol 


&% 


one-day strike on Mon- 
day, with additional 
strikes planned in the 
Kawartha, Prince Ed- 
ward, Durham, Algoma 
and Lambton-Kent 
areas through Thursday. 

More than 83,000 el- 
ementary teachers and 
education professionals 
are represented by the 
ETFO. 


DEAL 


A FAIR 
DEAL FOR 
I> ELEMENTARY 


TEACHERS 


Fraudster nabbed by 


Peel Police 


A55 year-old 
Brampton man has 
been charged with 
multiple offences 
after running an im- 
migration scam, Peel 
Police reported last 
week. 

The fraud was dis- 
covered after officers 
from Peel Police’s 
Fraud Bureau uncov- 
ered a series of inci- 
dents from Feb. 2016 
- Feb. 2019, where a 
registered immigra- 
tion consultant 
agreed to file immi- 
aie applications 

or several individu- 
als or their family 
members living out- 
side of the country. 

The individuals 
paid for the consul- 
tant’s services and 
were encouraged to 
pay cash, but no work 
was ever completed 
for them and the con- 
sultant, Artem Dju- 
kic, cut off contact 
with them. 

In total, Djukic de- 
frauded approxi- 
mately $95,000 from 
the victims. 


Djukic was arrested 
and charged on Jan. 
22 with one count of 
defrauding the pub- 
lic. He was later re- 
leased with 
conditions, and will 
attend Brampton 
court on Feb. 24. 

In a release, Peel 
Police said that Dju- 
kic operated Soko 
Immigration and 
Consulting Services, 
located at 5660 
McAdam Road in 
Mississauga, and that 
more victims may 
have been impacted. 

“In many Fraud re- 
lated cases, people in 
vulnerable situations 
are coerced, manipu- 
lated and taken ad- 
vantage of for the 
profit of the fraud- 
ster,” a spokesperson 
said last week. 

Residents with ad- 
ditional information 
ne the case are 
asked to call the 
Fraud Bureau _ at 
(905) 453-2121, ext. 
3335. 


Enjoying the new format? Look for more news, business, sports and lifestyle coverage at a 
business near you as Peel Weekly News returns to print on Monday, Feb. 3! Stay tuned for 
additional developments, and thank you for your loyal support of local journalism! 


Peel Police and volunteers bring aid MacKay announces leadership 
bid as Conservative race ramps up 


to Australia 


Fueled by a lengthy 
drought, the fire sea- 
son in the Australia 
State began in Sep. 
2019. 

Since that time, the 
wildfires have devas- 
tated wildlife causing 
thousands to parish. 
Many people have 
come together to sup- 
pon the variety of 

elpless animals. 


Social media has 
provided the means to 
share information 


about the tragedy but 
also how people can 
help. 

A Facebook page let 
others know the re- 
quest from down 
under and it started a 
trend. Patterns were 
printed off and the 
sewing began. 

Within 15 days, the 
site had over 11,000 
followers all looking to 
help. The request was 
for pouches or ‘hang- 
ing Joey’s’, fabric sewn 
together in the shape 
of a 3D pouch. 

Renee Patenaude, a 
volunteer from Missis- 


sauga collected all 839 
pieces (nine boxes), 
made by hand, in 
under two weeks, by 
individuals living in 
the community. 

Each large baby Kan- 
garoo pouch takes ap- 
proximately 60-90 
minute and 50,000 
stitches to complete. 

Air Canada offered to 
send one shipment, 
but then quickly be- 
came five domestic 
shipments and one In- 
ternational shipment. 

The airline ended up 
covering all fees, in- 


cluding logistics and 
custom fees. 

Officers from Peel 
Police’s Airport Divi- 
sion offered to pick up 
all the boxes and bring 
them to the airport, 
which saved a lot of 
time and money. 

“Tm doing this be- 
cause I should,” said 
Patenaude. “When 
there is a need to help 
people and the planet 
— we all should. It is 
not only important to 
our community — but 
to our global ecology.”* 


After more than four 
years away from politics, 
former Cabinet Minister 
Peter MacKay has for- 
mally announced his bid 
to enter the Federal Con- 
servative Party's leader- 
ship race. 

Mackay made the an- 
nouncement at the Mu- 
seum of Industry in 
Stellarton in Nova Scotia, 
his hometown, with 
more than 200 support- 
ers in attendance. 

MacKay said he de- 
cided to run for leader- 
ship because the current 
Liberal government is 
making the lives of Cana- 
dians more difficul, and 
that they can’t expect 
someone else to come 
and fix it while standing 
on the sidelines. 

"I am here to stand up 
and do my part to help 
unite this country, to put 
shoulder to the wheel 
and with others to hel 
build a better life for all 
of us," said MacKay 
amidst cheers. 

MacKay, who stepped 
away from politics prior 


—o- 


to the 2015 federal elec- 
tion, told the crowd 
about his experience as a 
former defense minister 
and his plan to bring 
strong national leader- 
ship to the rest of the 
world. 

He also lashed out at 
Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau for stating that 
the interests of Canada's 
leadership in the world 
should be pursued 
through a serious diplo- 
macy, not by picking 
photos and_ throwing 
selfies. 

MacKay served in sev- 
eral key positions in the 

overnment led 

y Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper. 
Additionally, | 
when the Progres- 
sive Conservative 
Party merged 
with the Canadian 
Alliance in 2003, 
he was the leader 
of the PC Party. 

The Tories, 
under Harper's 
leadership, had to 
face defeat in 


2015, and Harper re- 
signed as a leader. 
MacKay’s announce- 
ment, which emphasized 
a need for cohesion 
within the ranks of the 
party, came as outgoing 
party leader Andrew 
Scheer is meeting with 
Conservative MPs and 
senators in Ottawa. 
Scheer became the 
party leader after defeat- 
ing 14 candidates in 
2017. He later an- 


nounced that he would 
step down after the Con- 
servatives elect their new 
leader in June. 
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Bramptonmanunder 2040 Vision one step closer to a reality 
arrest after robbery 


A 26 ~ year-old 
Brampton man _ has 
been charged with rob- 
py with a firearm 
Peel Police revealed 
earlier this week. 

21 Division’s Crimi- 
nal Investigation Bu- 
reau said last week 
that an investigation 
was launched after a 
23 year-old Toronto 
man, who was in the 
Airport and Mayfield 
Road area in the city’s 
north end on Jan. 21, 
was approached by the 
suspect, who bran- 
dished a Uzi replica 
paintball gun and 
robbed him, takin 


money and persona 
property. 


BOLTON LINE 


The victim was not 
injured. 

Police later executed 
a search warrant at a 
Brampton residence 
and arrested Jahsun 
Taylor, who was 
charged with robbery 
using a firearm. The 
victim’s stolen belong- 
ings were also located 
and returned during 
the search of the resi- 

ence. 

Taylor appeared in 
Brampton court last 
Thursday for a bail 
nee 

Residents with any 
additional information 
reeds the case are 
asked to call (905) 
453-2121, ext. 3410. 


Brampton’s vision is 
closer to a reality, as 
councillors approved a 
major community 
strategy and work plan 
to bring several key 
initiatives forward. 

The work plan, 
which was approved 
on Jan. 22, will see city 
staff create a major 
community engage- 
ment strategy as they 
work towards building 
an official plan for the 
next twenty years. 

The work plan builds 
off the 2040 Vision 
that was approved by 
Brampton council in 
May 2018, and would 
see several key initia- 
tives brought forward 
as priorities, including 
land use and open 
space planning, trans- 
portation, policy plan- 
ning, arts and culture 
planning, _heritage 
preservation and 
more. 

The official plan will 
ensure that all of the 
ae planning and de- 
velopment _depart- 
ments are working 
together to achieve the 
goals outlined in the 
2040 Vision, said one 
councillor. 

“Our priority as a 
Council is to deliver a 
more sustainable, 
urban and vibrant di- 
rection for the City — 


A transit service for Bolton 


Know when the bus arrives. 
To download the app, visit: 
caledon.ca/transit 


TOWN OF CALEDON 
Under contract with the Town ef Caledon 


and our new official 
plan will do just that,” 
said Planning and De- 


velopment Committee 
chair Martin 
Medeiros. 


To that end, WASP 
Canada Group Ltd. 
has been hired by the 
city to provide expert- 
ise in a number of 
areas, including land 
use planning, commu- 
nity and stakeholder 
engagement and 
more. 

The work plan calls 
for five phases that 
will be — enacted 
through 2022, with 
the first phase being a 
series of speaker 
events where urban 
planners and experts 
in land use will discuss 
their perspectives and 
throughts, in a bid to 
bring more awareness 
of city planning to the 
attention of residents. 

Following that, sev- 
eral phases will be im- 
plemented, including 
an engagement a 
gram to identify data 
gaps in the 2040 Vi- 
sion, a series of com- 
munity workshops 
that will seek local 
feedback on the prior- 
ities set out by the Vi- 
sion, a_ series of 
discussion papers that 
will provide input on 
several key areas, and 


a final phase of feed- 
back on the policies for 
the Draft 2040 Official 
Plan. 

The last Official Plan 
drawn up by the city 
was adopted by 
Brampton council in 
Oct. 2006, and par- 
tially approved by the 
Ontario Municipal 
Board (OMB) in Oct. 
2008. 

In a statement, chief 
administrative officer 
David Barrick said the 
city is looking forward 
to working with resi- 
dents and stakehold- 
ers. 


“The Official Plan 
will provide more con- 
text for City staff to do 
the work of city-build- 
ing in a way that max- 
imizes the 
opportunities to real- 
ize our Council’s and 
residents’ vision for 
Brampton,| said Bar- 
rick. 

Residents can pro- 
vide feedback by visit- 
ing the Official Plan 
site at 
brampton.ca/EN/City 
-Hall/Official- 
Plan/Pages/Wel- 
come.aspx. 
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Xenophobia in Response to Coronavirus Outbreak 


The following letter 
was submitted to Peel 
Weekly News on be- 
half of Mississauga 
Community Legal 
Services, one of sev- 
eral _ organizations 
who have signed a 
joint statement de- 
nouncing xenophobic 
remarks state by in- 


dividuals who have 
children attention 
schools in York Re- 
gion. 


Letters received by 
Peel Weekly News are 
edited for grammar 
and clarity. 


The undersigned are 
community based or- 
ganizations focused on 
serving and advocating 
for people of colour 
and other marginal- 
ized communities in 
Canada. 

We support the re- 
cent statement from 
the York Region Dis- 
trict School Board that 
the public should 
avoid discrimination 
and xenophobia dur- 
ing this recent out- 
break of the 
coronavirus. 

Parent groups in 
York Region started a 
petition calling on 
their school board to 
pe expose fami- 
ies that have recently 
visited anywhere in 
China, and to suggest 
that their children be 
prevented from _at- 


tending school. 

It specifically re- 
ferred to families re- 
turning from China 
during the Lunar New 
Year (see 
Deon ee 
tion/stop2019nCoV- 
spread-in-york-region- 
school). 

Influenza and pneu- 
monia are ranked 
among the top ten 
leading causes of death 
in Canada. 

Each year in Canada, 
it is estimated that in- 
fluenza causes approx- 
imately 12,200 
hospitalizations and 
3,500 deaths annually. 

No one has ever sug- 
gested that we should 

uarantine students 
or 4 days each time 
they have the flu. 

The news is_ ever 
changing, but what is 
known is that our 
health care system is 
much better prepared 
to respond to the latest 
coronavirus outbreak 
than in 2003 with Se- 
vere Acute Respiratory 
Syndrome (SARS): 

Health officials have 
already developed a 
test and are screening 
travellers before they 
are permitted to leave 
the airport. 

The coronavirus is 
not isolated to peop’ 
of one nationality or 
race. This is a world 
health issue that has 
its most serious impact 
in one area of China 
(Wuhan), but it has af- 


fected people of all dif- 
ferent races. 
Some cases have 


been found in other 
parts of China and 
other parts of the 
world. 

East Asian Canadi- 
ans were discrimi- 
nated against during 
the SARS crisis, de- 
spite the fact that the 
virus affected people of 
all races and nationali- 
ties. 

The discrimination 
against East Asians at 
that time did not make 


the public safer; in- 
stead it isolated peo- 
ple, entrenched 


stereotypes, led to in- 


creased bullying in 
schools and spread 
fear of people of East 
Asian heritage. 

It is vital that we 
learn from the lessons 
of 2003 and apply 
them in how we treat 
each other today. 

Racism has no place 
in our society or in our 
classrooms. We ap- 
plaud York Region 
District School Board 
for its excellent mes- 
sage to focus on the ev- 
idence, show empath 
and avoid racial profil- 


ing. 

We urge all School 
Boards and public offi- 
cials to provide similar 


leadership to promote 
a calm and inclusive 
approach, and prevent 
racial profiling. 


Endorsed by: 


Access Alliance Mul- 
ticultural Health and 
Community Services 

Alliance for Preserv- 
ing the History of 
WWIL in Asia 

Black Legal Action 
Centre 

Centre for Immi- 
grant & Community 
Services 

Chinese Canadian 
National Council for 
Social Justice 


Chinese _ Canadian 
National Council - 
Toronto Chapter 

Chinese & Southeast 
Asian Legal Clinic 

Colour of Poverty — 
Colour of Change 

Council of Agencies 
Serving South Asian 

Mississauga Com- 
munity Legal Services 

Ontario Council of 
Agencies Serving Im- 
migrants 

Punjabi Community 
Health Services 

South Asian Legal 
Clinic of Ontario 

Urban Alliance on 
Race Relations 

Yee Hong Centre for 
Geriatric Care 


~TGONS OF SOUL - 


LUKE 


MCMASTER 


Brand new tunes and fresh covers 
of early Motown hits 


Living 
Arts 
Centre 


MISSISSAUGA 
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One under arrest 
after attempted 


murder 


A 19 _ year-old 
Brampton man_ is 
under arrest in con- 
nection with an at- 
tempted murder, 21 
Division reported ear- 
lier this week. 

The suspect was 
nabbed after an inci- 
dent that occurred on 
Jan. 18 in the Airport 
Road and Steeles Av- 
enue East area around 
2 am., 21 Division’s 
Criminal Investigation 
Bureau revealed. 

The victim, a 20 
year-old Mississauga 
man, was present at 
the Pearson Conven- 
tion Centre when a 
fight erupted between 
a large group number- 
ing more than ten peo- 
ple. 

The suspect pulled a 


An 
Nam & 2pm 


ALL ARE WELCOME!! 


a Ts 
Y-OLISSS 


knife and stabbed the 
victim several times. 
The victim was later 
taken to hospital with 
serious but non-life- 
threatening injuries. 

Dilkirat Dhaliwal, of 
Brampton, was later 
arrested after officers 
from 21 Division exe- 
cuted a search warrant 
at a Brampton prop- 
erty on Jan. 23. Dhali- 
wal was charged with 
one count of at- 
tempted murder, and 
appeared in Brampton 
court for a bail hearing 
on Jan. 24. 

Any additional infor- 
mation regarding the 
case can be reported 
by calling Peel Police’s 
Criminal Investigation 
Bureau at (905) 453- 
2121, ext. 2133. 
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Orangeville man 
nabbed after tractor- 
trailer crash 


A 63 year-old Or- 
angeville resident has 
been charged with im- 
paired driving after a 
serious crash in Cale- 
don last week. 

The crash occurred 
on Jan. 21 around § 
p.m. in the Dixie Roa 
and King Street area, 
where the _ suspect, 
Onkar Dhugga, of Or- 
paneer rear-ended a 
flatbed tow truck. 

While Tana was 
uninjured in the crash, 
his vehicle sustained 
signficant damage to 
its front end. 

According to eyewit- 
nesses, Dhugga was al- 
legedly 


ime between 


driving 


recklessly in the mo- 
ments leading up to 
the crash. 

Dhugga was later 
placed under arrest 
and charged with op- 
erating a vehicle while 
impaired and failing to 
surrender his licence. 

He also received a 
9go-day suspension on 
his driver’s licence and 
had his vehicle im- 

ounded_ for seven 

ays, and was sent by 
pe ice toa ie testing 
acility for further eval- 
uation. 

Dhugga is set to ap- 
pear in Orangeville 
court on Feb. 6 for a 
hearing. 


Please let us know if 


Two Brampton 
residents arrested after 
firearm seizure 


Two weeks after a 
drug operation was 
busted in Brampton’s 
downtown core, Peel 
Police have arrested 
two Brampton resi- 
dents with drug and 
firearm offences. 

The Vice, Narcotics 
and Street Level Or- 
ganized Crime Unit re- 
vealed Monday that a 
search warrant was 
conducted at a propert 
in the James and John 
Street area in Bramp- 
ton last Thursday, Jan. 
24. 

Upon investigation, 
the cops seized $4,000 
worth of drugs, a 
handgun and _ 66 
rounds of ammuni- 
tion. 


24 year-old Cory 
Godschalk and 18 
year-old Alyseya Tra- 
vers, both of Bramp- 
ton, were arrested and 
charged with multiple 
offences, including the 
unauthorized posses- 
sion of a firearm, pos- 
session of cocaine and 
possession of MDMA. 

Both individuals 
were present for a bail 
hearing in Brampton 
court on Jan. 24. 

Residents who have 
any additional infor- 
mation regarding the 
case are asked to call 
the Vice, Narcotics 
and Street Level Or- 
ganized Crime Unit at 
(905) 453-3311, ext. 
3555. 


you plan to attend 


info@pcyc.net or 905-278-7911 ext 224 
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New fibre optic network set to boost internet in Caledon 


by Alex Gregory 


The high-speed fu- 
ture is closer than Cale- 
don residents may 
think. 

35 kilometres of new 
fibre optic cable is set 
to be installed along the 
Caledon Trailway, giv- 
ing 85 per cent of resi- 
dents in the Town the 
ability to access high- 


(L-R): Councillors Johanna Downey, lan Sinclair and Lynn Kiernan; B 


speed internet. 

The Town revealed 
the new investment 
Monday, which will be 
funded by Vianet and is 
set to build a “back- 
bone” for high-speed 
internet usage through- 
out the community. 

“This infrastructure 
takes us a major step 


{ { 


Connected Community 
Vianet.ca | caledon.ca/intemet 


ORERQ 


closer to our goal of 
bringing high speed in- 
ternet access to all of 
Caledon,” said Mayor 
Allan Thompson, who 
announced the new 
network alongside 
Vianet business devel- 
opment director Brian 
McCullagh, local coun- 
cillors and representa- 


tives from King’s Col- 
lege. 

“The new fibre cre- 
ates a robust backbone 
that spans the entire 
width of the Town and 
demonstrates our com- 
mitment and _ leader- 
ship to providing this 
essential service to our 
residents.” 


Christina Early, Mayor Allan Thompson, Acting CAO Carey Herd, Barbara Lord (Principal, King’s College), * 
Nicole Ginocchi (Student, King’s College) (Photo Courtesy of Town of Caledon) - 


—_ — 
AcCullagh (Viane ne 


Vianet will com- 
pletely fund the $1.4 
million project, which 
was initiated last year 
after the Town issued a 
request for proposal. 

The plan calls for 35 
kilometres of new fibre 
optic cable, building off 
a similar announce- 
ment late last year 
where eight kilometres 
of fibre optic cable was 
planned to be built in 


the south Bolton indus- 
trial area. 
In a_ statement, 


Vianet said it was ex- 
cited to be working 
with the town to build a 
“backbone _ running 
along the rail trail”. 
“This will give Vianet 
the ability to deliver 
high speed services in 
the area as well up- 
grade our existing 
tower locations near 
the trail to deliver 
higher speeds and a 
more reliable wireless 
networkm’ said McCul- 
lagh. “The high speed 


backbone gives us a 
jumping off point to 
further build rural fibre 
broadband and provide 
better service in the 
area that is so desper- 
ately needed.” 

Construction on the 
project is scheduled to 
begin in spring, and is 
estimated to be com- 
pleted by summer with 
minimal interruption 
to the Trailway. 

Barbara Lord, the 
principal of private 
school King’s College, 
which is located on The 
Gore Road near the 
Trailway, said the 
school was excited 
about the opportunities 
for greater connectivity 
for their students. 

“This will allow us to 
better connect our stu- 
dents to the broader 
world and give them 
the chance to take ad- 
vantage of many new 
opportunities to en- 
hance their learning,” 
said Lord. 


First cybersecurity accelerator set to shake up Brampton 


Following a major 
investment last year, 
a post-secondary in- 
stitution and a major 
cybersecurity 
provider have opened 
the country’s first Cy- 
bersecurity Accelera- 
tor. 

This past weekend 
saw the launch of the 
accelerator, spear- 
headed by Rogers and 
DMZ, to help cyber 
start-ups in Bramp- 
ton and beyond suc- 
ceed. The accelerator 
is geared specifically 
towards scale-up 
companies in cyberse- 
curity and_ related 
fields, with program- 
ming and _ courses 
overseen by Rogers 
Cybersecurity Cata- 
lyst, a leading na- 
tional centre for 
cybersecurity activi- 
ties at Ryerson Uni- 
versity. 

The accelerator, 
which is located in the 
city’s downtown cor- 
ner, aims to give cy- 
bersecurity 

rofessionals and re- 
ated fields the tools 
and tricks to help 
grow and succeed on 
the local and interna- 
tional market. 

The genesis of the 


accelerator was an- 
nounced last year, 
when the federal gov- 
ernment announced 
$10 ae in fund- 
ing to help support 
the project, with the 
city investing $5 mil- 
lion over the next five 
years, Rogers invest- 
ing $10 million and 
Royal Bank of Canada 
putting in $5 million. 

The investing com- 
panies, along with the 
federal Economic De- 
velopment Agency for 
Ontario, Torys LLP, 
The Herjavec Group 
and Siemens Canada 
will also be collabo- 
rating in a "Corpo- 
rates-in-Residence" 
program, which will 
give guidance and 
mentorship to compa- 
nies working at the 
accelerator. Other 
major companies are 
expected to join the 
program in the com- 
ing weeks. 

"(The accelerator) is 
a great fit with our In- 
novation District in 
our downtown core 
and with our growing 
cluster of cybersecu- 
rity related firms,” 
said Mayor Patrick 
Brown on Saturday. 

“This addition 


moves us one step 
closer to growing 
Brampton as a centre 
of excellence in cyber- 
security." 

Scale-ups in the ac- 
celerator will benefit 
from DMZ's interna- 
tionally-recognized 
programming, includ- 
ing mentoring on 
product strategy, 
marketing, talent ac- 
quisition, investment 
attraction, growing 
sales and more. 

The scale-ups will 
also have access to 
over $500,000 worth 
of exclusive business 
services and benefits 
provided by over 60 
globally recognized 
businesses. 

The team at the ac- 
celerator are “incredi- 
bly excited” with the 
launch, said Rogers 
Cybersecure Catalyst 
executive director 
Charles Finlay. 

"The Catalyst Cyber 
Accelerator will be a 
key hub for Canada's 
scale-up cybersecu- 
rity entrepreneurs, 
helping them inno- 
vate and compete na- 
tionally and 
internationally,” said 
Finlay. “Cybersecurity 
impacts us all, and we 


are excited to partici- 
pate in building 
Canada's cybersecu- 
rity sector as one of 
the strongest in the 
world." 

The accelerator is 
now accepting appli- 
cations to its first co- 
hort, which will begin 
programming in May. 
Applications will 
close on Mar. 25, 


2020. Over the next 
two months, Rogers 
Cybersecure Catalyst 
and DMZ will embark 
on a national recruit- 


ment roadshow, host- 
ing info sessions for 
cyber-related scale-up 
companies in cities 
across Ontario, Que- 
bec, Alberta, British 
Columbia, New 
Brunswick, Nova Sco- 
tia and Newfound- 
land. 

Strong _cybersecu- 
rity capabilities are 
critical to Canada's 
digital economy, said 
Rogers Communica- 
tions senior vice pres- 
ident Alexander 
Brock. 


“We are proud to 
partner with Ryerson 
to help Canadian 
companies scale and 
bring cybersecurity 
solutions to market 
that help tackle the 
challenges and oppor- 
tunities of the con- 
nected world," said 
Brock. 

For more informa- 
tion on eligibility re- 
quirements and to 
apply, visit 
dmz.to/catalyst. 
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Board of Trade president picked for prestigious role 


The CEO of a local 
board of trade has 
been tapped to serve 
on a major world or- 
ganization. 

Todd Letts, the 
CEO of the Brampton 
Board of Trade 
(BBOT), has been 
elected to serve on 
the World Chambers 
Federation (WCF) 
General Council. 

Letts, who took on 
the CEOrole_ at 
BBOT in 2014 and 
spearheaded numer- 
ous business initia- 
tives throughout the 
city, will be one of 
twenty leaders on the 
council, which is part 
of the International 
Chamber of Com- 
merce and provides 
connections to local, 
national and interna- 
tional chambers. 

Letts, who previ- 
ously served as an as- 
sociation executive 
with a number of 
business  organiza- 
tions throughout the 
province, was also 
the former chair of 
the Canadian Cham- 
ber of Commerce Ex- 
ecutives Council 
(CCEC) and a past di- 
rector of the Ameri- 
can Chamber of 


Commerce  Execu- 
tives (ACCE). 

Earlier this week, 
Letts said he was ex- 
cited by the opportu- 
nity. 

"IT look forward to 
serving in a capacity 
that helps more 
Brampton and Cana- 
dian businesses build 
confidence to enter 
new markets.", said 
Letts, "and hope to 
develop relationships 
that also result in 
new investment in 
Canada." 

In a statement, the 
WCF General Council 
said that its members 
represent business 
interests at the high- 
est levels of intergov- 
ernmental 
decision-making, 
whether at the World 
Trade Organization, 
the United Nations or 
the G20 ensuring the 
voice of business is 
heard. 

It is this capacity to 
bridge the public and 
private sectors that 
sets WCF apart as a 
unique organization, 
responding to the 
needs of any player 
involved in interna- 
tional commerce, the 
federation said. 


"Local businesses 
are excited to have 
Todd represent both 
Brampton and 
Canada on the world 
stage,” said BBOT 
chair Vanessa White. 
“His insight and ex- 
perience will con- 
tribute greatly to the 
work of the World 
Chambers _ Federa- 
tion.” 

In 2015, Todd was 
awarded the James 
Carnegie Award for 
leadership and men- 
torship by Chamber 
Executives of On- 
tario. He was also se- 
lected as a Ford 
fellow in Regionalism 
& Sustainable Devel- 
opment, an honour 
bestowed by the 
United States Ford 
Foundation, Todd 
also obtained the des- 
ignation CCE (Certi- 
fied Chamber 
Executive). 

He also holds a de- 
gree in Science from 
the University of 
Western Ontario, and 
a Master’s degree in 
Business Administra- 
tion from the Rotman 
School at the Univer- 
sity of Toronto. 


Dufferin-Caledon to receive 
$3.5 million in provincial 


funding 

Dufferin-Caledon 
will receive nearly $3.5 
million in funding, 
across nine municipal- 
ities, as well as the 
County of Dufferin, 
through the Ontario 
Community Infrastruc- 
ture Fund, the province 
revealed earlier this 
week. 

The funding is a part 
of the province’s ap- 
proximately $200 mil- 
lion commitment to 
424 communities to 
address core infra- 
structure projects and 
asset management 
planning needs in 
2020. 

The Town of Caledon 
will receive $1,413,316 
in funding, along with 


Orangeville ($816,152), 
Dufferin County 
($425,342), _ Mono 


($206,047) and __ six 
other municipalities in 
the area. 

In total, $3,493,755 
will be invested to- 
wards the Dufferin- 
Caledon area. 

“Dufferin-Caledon 
municipalities con- 


tinue to be supported 
through provincial 
funding for projects 
that benefit all resi- 
dents in communities 
across Dufferin and 
Caledon,” said Duf- 
ferin-Caledon MPP 
Sylvia Jones. “This in- 
vestment in local mu- 
nicipalities and 
Dufferin County will 
help to build and repair 
roads, bridges, water 
and wastewater infra- 
structure.” 

The Ontario Commu- 
nity Infrastructure 
Fund provides funding 
for communities with 
populations under 
100,000, along with all 
rural and _ northern 
communities. 

Approximately $200 
million in formula- 
based funding was allo- 
cated to small, rural 
and northern commu- 
nities for 2019. Munic- 
ipalities may 
accumulate their for- 
mula funding for up to 
five years to address 
larger infrastructure 
projects. 


“This investment 
provides the  pre- 
dictable and stable in- 
frastructure funding 
small, rural and north- 
ern municipalities have 
asked for,” said Laurie 
Scott, Minister of Infra- 
structure. “With this 
OCIF funding, we are 
working directly with 
our municipal partners 
to deliver community 
infrastructure.” 

In a statement, the 
province said it also 
provides funding to 
communities through 
the Investing in 
Canada Infrastructure 
Program (ICIP), a $30- 
billion, 10-year infra- 
structure rogram 
cost-shared between 
federal, provincial and 
municipal govern- 
ments. 

Ontario’s share per 
project will be up to 
33.33 per cent, or $10.2 
billion spread across 
four streams: Rural 
and Northern, Public 


Transit, Green, and 
Community, Culture 
and Recreation. 


Mississauga’s transit 
system was honoured 
with a major award for 
its work on a youth cen- 
tred marketing cam- 
paign. 

The team at MiWay 
received a National 
Leadership Award 
from the Canadian 
Urban Transit Associa- 
tion (CUTA) the “On 
MiWay” campaign, 
which targeted youths 
riding transit. 

“We're honoured to 
receive this award and 
I'm _ proud of our 
MiWay marketing 


team for their innova- 
tive work to engage 
youth during the busy 
back-to-school period,” 
said Geoff Marinoff, the 
city’s transit director. 
“This is the second time 
in five years MiWay 
has been recognized 
with a national award 
from CUTA for our 
marketing and commu- 
nications efforts.” 

The goal of MiWay’s 
campaign was to in- 
crease transit ridership 
among youth, while ed- 
ucating parents about 
MiWay. The campaign 


focused on the emo- 
tional reasons to take a 
bus, such as getting to 
the fun things youth like 
to do — such as the mall, 
concert or skate park. 

Every year, CUTA 
presents the Corporate 
Leadership and Indi- 
vidual Leadership 
Awards. 

The awards are pre- 
sented at its annual 
conference in the fall. 
This year’s conference 
was held in Calgary. 


(Photo Courtesy of 
City of Mississauga) 
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Brampton seeks funding for economic 


potential 


Brampton is advocat- 
ing on a number of key 
priorities as part of the 
federal and provincial 
governments’ 2020 
pre-budget consulta- 
tions, as revealed in a 
meeting last week. 

Last Friday, during a 
meeting with local 
Members of Parlia- 
ment — Ruby Sahota, 
Kamal Khera, Manin- 
der Sidhu, Ramesh 
Sangha and _ Sonia 
Sidhu — Mayor Patrick 
Brown shared details 
of the citys federal 
budget requests. 

They discussed the 
importance of long- 


term transit funding 
and the need for 
strengthening Bramp- 
ton’s infrastructure to 
meet rapid population 
growth. 

The significance of 
sustainable initiatives 
such as Riverwalk and 
its role in climate miti- 
gation and adaption 
was also discussed. 

The provincial sub- 
mission document was 
presented to Ontario 
Premier Doug Ford by 
Brown at the meeting, 
and they discussed the 
city’s most pressing 
matters, such as the 
chronic underfunding 


in health care and the 
need for immediate 
funding to support the 
expansion of Peel Me- 
morial Hospital and a 
third health care facil- 
ity. 
In a statement, the 
Mayor said he asked 
that council and city 
officials receive regular 
updates from the fed- 
eral government on the 
city’s federal priorities, 
current budget  re- 
quests, and upcoming 
opportunities to access 
new funding. 

“Tn this new decade, 
cities will be defined by 
how we can sustain- 


A 


ably manage growth, 
create jobs, and move 
people and goods effi- 
ciently,” Brown — said 
Monday. 

“Working with our 
federal and provincial 
partners is crucial in 
securing fair, equitable 
funding on a number 
of projects that will un- 
lock the economic po- 
tential of the city, 
Ontario and _ for 
Canada. 

Brampton is grateful 
for the recent invest- 
ments in community 
safety, which demon- 
strates that ongoing 
and united advocacy 
efforts are positively 
advancing the priori- 
ties of our community. 
We also look forward 
to continued support 
from both levels of gov- 
ernment to build our 
community through 
the creation of busi- 
ness opportunities, 
post secondary educa- 
tion, effective health 
care and affordability 
for all.” 


Service camp to be held 
for Indo-Canadian 


community 


The Consulate Gen- 
eral of India - Toronto 
is set to hold a service 
camp in Mississauga to 
help members of the 
Indo-Canadian com- 
munity in the city. 

In order to enhance 
its outreach to the 
members of  Indo- 
Canadian and Indian 
community in the Con- 
sular jurisdiction of the 
Consulate General of 
India, Toronto, the 
consulate will be organ- 
izing regular camps 
every month at various 
locations in GTA and 
beyond. 

The camps will focus 
on a variety of services, 


including consultation 
and acceptance of vari- 
ous services, such as at- 
testation of documents, 
Visa applications, Pass- 
port applications, PCC, 
Surrender Certificate, 
OCI applications and 
more. 

The Consulate’s sec- 
ond camp of the year 
will be held on Satur- 
day, Feb. 29, from 10 
am. - 2 p.m. at the 
Hindu Heritage Centre, 
located at 6300 Missis- 
sauga Road. 

Admission is free for 
the event. For more in- 
formation, visit cgi- 
toronto.gov.in. 


Consulate General of India 
Toronto, Canada 


Province boosts Caledon organization with smart initiative 


The province _ is 
helping non-profits, 
municipalities and 
other service 
providers focus more 
time on delivering 
programs and services 
by simplifying how 
they receive govern- 
ment funding. 

The Transfer Pay- 
ment Consolidation 
Smart Initiative, a 
new program initiated 
by the province, will 
reduce administrative 
costs, increase value 
for money, enhance 
the client experience 
and improve service 
outcomes. 

Speaking with Cale- 
don Community Serv- 
ices (CCS) staff and 
Board members last 
Friday, Dufferin-Cale- 
don MPP Sylvia Jones 
shared how smarter 
transfer payments will 
make a positive differ- 
ence and highlighted 
some of the improve- 
ments. 

“Smarter, more effi- 
cient transfer pay- 
ments will allow 
organizations _like 
Caledon Community 
Services to focus their 
efforts on what they 
do best,” Jones said. 
“Delivering services 
and programs resi- 


dents in our commu- 
nity relies on.” 

About 90 per cent of 
government program 
spending is trans- 
ferred to service part- 
ners who deliver vital 
programs. 

Currently, many dif- 
ferent ministries, sys- 
tems and_ processes 
are used to administer 
this funding, resulting 
in duplicated effort 
and wasted time. 

“Caledon Commu- 
nity Services is a 
provider of services; 
we're called upon to 
provide resources in 
myriad sectors of 
human services. 
When we can reduce 
back office and ad- 
ministration, we can 
increase our front fac- 
ing services and do 
more for Caledon and 
the surrounding com- 
munities. The govern- 
ment’s direction here 
is one we applaud”, 
said Monty Laskin, 
CCS’ chief executive 
officer. 

The Transfer Pay- 
ment Consolidation 
Smart Initiative will 
reduce the complexity 
and administrative 
burden of transfer 
payment manage- 
ment. Early achieve- 


ments include: 

e Merged three lo- 
cally administered 
business support pro- 
grams — Starter Com- 
pany Plus, Summer 
Company and Small 
Business Enterprise 
Centres core program 
— into a single transfer 
payment program. 

The program will re- 
duce the total number 
of transfer payment 
agreements by ap- 
proximately 65 per 
cent, streamlining re- 
porting requirements 
for each support pro- 
gram by the same 


number over a three- 
year period. 

e Consolidated early 
years and childcare 
transfer payment 
agreements, decreas- 
ing the number of 
agreements with mu- 
nicipalities by 50 per 
cent and streamlining 


program require- 
ments. 

e Reduced childcare 
reporting require- 
ments for municipali- 
ties, including 


decreasing the num- 
ber of financial sub- 
missions required per 
year from three to two 


and eliminating the 

ministry application 

es for wage en- 
ancement funding. 

e Streamlined re- 
porting requirements 
for the Employment 
Service, Youth Job 
Connection, Literacy 
and Basic Skills and 
Canada-Ontario Job 
Grant programs, re- 
sulting in over 1,000 
fewer reports in 2019- 
20. 

e Streamlined an- 
nual reporting under 
the Community 
Homelessness _ Pre- 
vention Initiative and 


reduced the number 
of performance indi- 
cators by 66 per cent. 

e Reduced citizen- 
ship and immigration 
transfer payment pro- 
gram reporting re- 
quirements by 10 per 
cent. 

According to the EY 
Canada Line-by-Line 
Review, the province 
manages almost 
35,000 transfer pay- 
ment agreements with 
the thousands of re- 
cipients that deliver 
services and programs 
on behalf of the gov- 
ern ent. 
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Encouraging Ontarians to Enter the 
Skilled Trades 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 

Recently, Ontario’s Among the many 
Minister of Labour, benefits for businesses 
Training, and Skills associated with hiring 
Development Monte more apprentices, the 
McNaughton launched Canadian Apprentice- 


an exciting campaign 
to encourage young 
people across Ontario 
to consider a career in 
the skilled trades. 

Over 200,000 jobs 
across many skilled 
trades sectors are va- 
cant in Ontario, in- 
cluding over 13,000 in 
the construction sec- 
tor. 

These hands-on ca- 
reers are meaningful, 
flexible and offer job 
security, freedom to 
travel and in some 
cases, six-figure 
salaries. 


ship Forum finds that 
for every dollar an em- 
ployer invests in an ap- 
prenticeship, their 
business gets an aver- 
age return of $1.47. 

This return on in- 
vestment is significant 
for employers and On- 
tario’s economy. Un- 
fortunately, Ontario 
has less than half the 
rate of apprentices 
compared to the na- 
tional average. 

That is why we have 
launched the “Find a 
Career You Wouldn’t 
Trade” advertisement 


campaign to help 
young people make it 
in the trades. You may 
have seen these ads 
during movie trailers, 
at your local coffee 
shop, or online. 

We want to encour- 
age young people and 
their parents to visit 
our new digital trades 
hub at 
Ontario.ca/trades, 
watch the ads, and find 
out more about the di- 
verse variety of skilled 
trades across’ the 
province. 

Part of our plan is 
also to simplify the 
skilled trades system 
as a whole. For exam- 
ple, employers have 
previously struggled 


with many layers of 
bureaucracy to access 
apprentices. 

Our government rec- 
ognizes these difficul- 
ties, and we _ have 
responded by passing 
the Modernizing the 
Skilled Trades and Ap- 
prenticeship Act in 
2019. 

Among other im- 
provements to the sys- 


tem, we have 
eliminated the Ontario 
College of Trades 


membership fees for 
apprentices, and re- 
duced the fee for jour- 
neypersons by 50 per 
cent. These changes 
build on existing work 
being done including 
setting the journeyper- 
son to apprentice ra- 
tios to 1:1 for all trades 
with ratios. 

Our government 
wants to be part of the 
solution to the skills 
gap. We will continue 
working with busi- 
nesses to make sure we 
have the skilled work- 
ers needed to keep On- 
tario strong and 
prosperous. 

To learn more about 
how our government is 
continuing to support 
those in the skilled 
trades and those look- 
ing to join them, visit 
sylviajonesmpp.ca or 
call my office 1-800- 
265-1603. 


A New Framework to 
Continue Progress on 
Accessibility 


The province has de- 
veloped a new frame- 
work informed by the 
recommendations 
made by the Hon- 
ourable David C. Onley 
in the third legislative 
review of the Accessi- 
bility for Ontarians 
with Disabilities Act 
(AODA), as well as 
input from key part- 
ners, organizations 
and people with dis- 
abilities. 

The new framework 
will make a positive 
difference in the daily 
lives of people with 
disabilities. 

Advancing Accessi- 
bility in Ontario is a 
cross-government 
framework that will 
help focus the 

rovince’s work in four 

ey areas, such as 
breaking down barri- 
ers in the built envi- 
ronment, government 
leading by example, 
increasing participa- 
tion in the economy 
for people with disabil- 
ities and improvin: 
understanding an 
awareness about ac- 
cessibility 

“We know that mak- 
ing Ontario accessible 
is a journey that can- 
not be completed 
overnight or alone. 
The Advancing Acces- 
sibility in Ontario 
framework will sup- 
port our work with all 
of our partners across 


government and be- 
yond to remove barri- 
ers for people with 
disabilities,” said Ray- 
mond Cho, Minister 
for Seniors and Acces- 
sibility. “Our govern- 
ment created a 
dedicated Ministry for 
Seniors and Accessibil- 
ity because we are 
working towards a 
more accessible and 
inclusive province 
today and for future 
generations.” 

The first area in Ad- 
vancing Accessibility 
in Ontario — breaking 
down barriers in the 
built environment — 
shows how govern- 
ment is working with 

artner ministries and 

usinesses to reduce 
barriers to ey 
for people with disabil- 
ities in the built envi- 
ronment and housing. 

The government is 
also investing $1.3 mil- 
lion over two years for 
the Rick Hansen Foun- 
dation to launch the 
Rick Hansen Founda- 
tion Accessibility Cer- 
tification program in 
Ontario to help re- 
move barriers in puild- 
ings. An update on the 
program will be an- 
nounced shortly. 

Further information 
on the other key areas 
in Advancing Accessi- 
bility in Ontario will be 
announced in the com- 
ing months. 
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Back to business for Paul Watson Jr. as Raptors 905 
Face Go-Gos 


Prior to last Wednes- 
day’s road eae against 
the Capital City Go-Go, 
Raptors 905 welcomed 
back a familiar face to 
their roster. 

The 905 locker room 
welcomed back Paul 
Watson Jr., who was re- 
turning to the Raptors 
on a two-way contract 
following a_ ten-day 
stint with the ‘Atlanta 
Hawks. 

“Tt was definitely a re- 
ally cool moment,” 
Watson Jr. said. “I’m 
grateful to have that 
group of guys around 
me. Just being able to 
see my guys again and 
that they were happy 
for me. 

It was also a full-circle 
moment for Watson, 
who had received a 
similar send-off when 
he had left the locker 
room after a road game 
in Grand Rapids to 
spend the past 10 days 
with the Hawks organi- 
zation. 

“We had some fun 
with it,” Raptors 905 
head coac Jama 
Mahlalela_ said. “In 
Grand Rapids, when 


[Paul] got the 10-day, 
we played the Ludacris 
song “Welcome to At- 
lanta” and then last 
night when we figured 
out he was coming back 
it was like, ‘Okay, what 
are we going to do to 
sort of welcome him 
back?” 

“What’s nice is the 
rest of the team is ex- 
cited about it, too,” 
Mahlalela_ continued. 
“Theyre motivated. 
One of our own got a 
two-way. He was in the 
G League ranks with us 
and now he’s a two-way 
player. It means for 
everyone else on our 
team that they're in the 
right place. “ 

Prior to earning this 
two-way with the Rap- 
tors organization, Wat- 
son first appeared on 
Toronto’s radar as a 
member of the Raptors’ 
2017 Las Vegas Sum- 
mer League roster. 

After spending a sea- 
son playing in Ger- 
many, Watson spent 
last season with the 
Westchester Knicks G 
League squad. He re- 
turned to the Raptors 


as amember of Raptors 
905 to begin the 2019- 
20 season. 

In 13 er with 905 
prior to his ten-day call 
up with the Hawks, the 
25-year-old averaged 
18.4 points and 7.4 re- 
bounds while shootin, 
47 percent from beyon 

e arc. 

In his first game back 
on Wednesday, Watson 
scored 28 points in a 
close three-point loss 
for the 905. 

After watching fellow 
905 alumni like Pascal 
Siakam, Fred VanVleet, 
Chris Boucher and now 
teammate Oshae Bris- 
sett turning their G 
League opportunities 
into a stepping stone to 
the NBA, Watson wants 
to take advantage as 
well. He knows the 905 
coaching staff will be 
there to support him 
along the way. 

“Tve learned a lot 
being with this coach- 
ing staff,” he said. “A 
hard-working group of 

uys, they put countless 

ours in to help get us 
better. Whether it’s 
breaking down film, 


watching film, player 
development, even just, 
sometimes it’s bigger 
than basketball, just 
life, being able to talk to 
somebo y, helping us 
grow as men and shar- 
ing their experiences 
with us. Things like that 
to help us better our 
lives. A great staff, a 
great, great team and 
teammates. It’s a really 
big support system 


here. Everybody is in it 
for one another. It’s a 
good situation.” 

In oe Raptors 905 


news, the team has ac- 
quired forward Henry 
Ellenson from the Long 
Island Nets in exchange 
for forward Justin An- 
derson. The trade is 
pending successful 
completion of physi- 
cals. 

Ellenson, 6-foot-10, 
240 pounds, signed a 
two-way contract with 
the Brooklyn Nets on 
July 17, 2019 and 
played in five games 

with the club. He was 
waived by the Nets on 
Jan. 3, 2020. 


The Rice Lake, Wis- 
consin native has 
played 81 career NBA 
games with Detroit, 
New York and Brook- 
lyn, averaging 4.0 
eae and 2.4 re- 

ounds in 9.2 minutes. 

He has also appeared 
in 41 NBA G League 
games, owning career 
averages of 19.3 points, 
9.8 rebounds and 1.8 
assists in 34.0 minutes. 
Ellenson was selected 
18th overall by the De- 
troit Pistons in the 2016 
NBA Draft. 


Paul Watson Jr. (Raptors 905/Getty Images) 


Sparks Plays the Hero as Beast Defeat Growlers 


Lindsay Sparks 
scored the shootout 
winner as_ the 
Brampton Beast 
downed the New- 
foundland Growlers 
7-6 in a shootout on 
Sunday afternoon. 

The Brampton 
Beast returned home 
from their two-game 
road swing and faced 
off against the New- 
foundland Growlers 
for only the third 
time this season. The 
Beast were looking to 
break a three-game 
losing skid entering 
the contest. 

Brampton started 
off the game hot with 
a goal from Matt 
McLeod. Erik Brad- 
ford chipped the 
puck loose and went 
In on a two-on-one. 

He slid the puck to 
McLeod who buried 
behind Maksim 
Zhukov for a 1-0 
Beast lead at 2:22. 

The Growlers fired 
back and got a goal 
off the stick of Evan 


Neugold. The de- 
fenseman walked in 
and fired a shot that 
eluded Alex Dubeau 
and tied the game 1-1 
at 5:36. 

The rest of the pe- 
riod belonged to the 
Beast, as Francois 
Beauchemin ex- 
tended the lead with 
a wicked shot on the 
breakaway. The 
chance was set-up off 
the great pass 
Nathan Todd. That 
goal made it 2-1 
Brampton at 11:28. 

The Beast got a 
chance on the power 
play and Dan Leav- 
ens was able to fire 
home his 19th of the 
season off a down 
low feed from David 
Pacan. That made it 
3-1 Beast at 18:36. 

Brampton — took 
their 3-1 lead into the 
first intermission but 
would trail in shots 
17-12. 

The first half of the 
second frame _ be- 
longed to the 


Growlers, who 
scored three staright 
goals to take a 4-3 
lead. Marcus Power, 
Aaron Luchuk and 
Joseph Duszak all 
tallied for the 
Growlers in that 
frame. 

With time close to 
expiring, Brampton 
roared back and 
David Vallorani fired 
an absolute bullet 
into the back of the 
net to tie the game 
four apiece. 

Brampton retired 
to their dressing 
room tied 4-4 after 
40 minutes of play. 
They would be be- 
hind in shots 29-22. 

The third period 
saw the Beast and 
Growlers exchange a 
pair of goals apiece. 
Matt Petgrave and 
Daniel Leavens 
scored for Brampton 
and Justin Brazeau 
and Garrett John- 
ston potted for the 
Growlers. 

The two clubs en- 


gaged in a spirited 
overtime, which saw 
a bevy of chances for 
both sides. The extra 
seven minutes solved 


nothing, so a 
shootout was 
needed. 

Lindsay Sparks 


—o- 


shot first and was the 
only skater to score a 
goal, as the Beast 
knocked off the 
Growlers in the 
shootout 7-6. 
Brampton finished 
the night two-for- 
four on the man ad- 


vantage. 
Newfoundland 
went two-for-four. 
The Beast will now 
hit the road for two 
games against the 
Newfoundland 
Growlers tomorrow 
night and Saturday. 
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Steelheads pay tribute to Reese 


The Mississauga 
Steelheads took to the 
ice on Sunday after- 
noon for Superhero 
Day as they played for 
Reese Meyer of Cale- 
don East against the 
Kitchener Rangers. 

The Steelheads hon- 
oured Reese and his 
family before the 
game in an on-ice cer- 
emony. 

Kitchener had the 
first powerplay oppor- 
tunity of the game, as 
the Steelheads headed 
to the box for hook- 
ing. The Rangers cap- 
italized, as Greg 
Meireles received a 
bounce pass off the 
end of the boards 
from Riley Damiani 
and one-timed it past 
Kai Edmonds. Kitch- 
ener increased their 
lead to two goals, as 
Declan McDonnell 
found Mike Petizian 
on a 2-on-1, who 
chipped the puck past 
Edmonds. 

Late in the first, the 
Rangers came down 
the ice on a 4-on-1 
making a nice passing 
play to make the score 


3-0. 

The Steelheads had 
an opportunity to 
climb back into the 
game, as the Rangers 
went to the penalty 
box for high-sticking. 
Mississauga was un- 
able to score and 
headed into the first 
intermission down by 
three. 


With the Steelheads 
in the penalty box, Nic 
Canade put the team 
on his back, as he 
burst into the offen- 
sive zone 1-on-2 and 
wired a wrist shot past 
former Steelheads 
goaltender Jacob Ing- 
ham to cut’ the 
Rangers lead to two 
goals. 

The Rangers re- 
gained their three- 
goal lead, as Donovan 
Sebrango took a shot 
that bounced over the 
shoulder of Edmonds 
and trickled into the 
back of the net. 

The Steelheads 
headed into the third 
looking for a miracu- 
lous comeback. 

Ty Collins started 
the comeback push 
early in the third, as 
he fired a shot over 
the shoulder of Ing- 
ham to put the Stee 
heads within two. 

Near the midway 
point of the period, 
Cole Schwindt scored 
one of the finest goals 
youll see, going be- 
tween the legs to get 
past the Rangers de- 
fence and lifted a 
backhander behind 
Ingham, as it was all 
of a sudden a one goal 
game. 

With under a 
minute to go, it was 
again Cole Schwindt 
who scored his second 
of the period as he 
fired a one-timer past 
Ingham to tie the 


AHG Hockey Group Present 
FAMILY DAY WEEKEND 2020 


IN SUPPORT OF 


Ronald McDonald 
House Charities’ 
+ Toronto 


game at four. 

The rest of regula- 
tion would solve noth- 
ing, as these teams 
needed overtime to 
decide a winner. The 
Steelheads came back 
from a_ three-goal 
deficit to start the 
third period to force 
OT: 


BRAMPTON 


45 seconds into 
overtime, Harley fired 
a cross-crease pass 
over to Schwindt who 
made no _ mistake 
beating Ingham, as 
the Steelheads come- 
back was complete. 

It was Schwindts 
third goal of the game 
for the hat trick, his 
third in the last 
month. 

Following the game, 
Cole Schwindt spoke 
about the emotional 
comeback victory. 

“There’s no quit in 
this group. I trust 
every guy in that 
room, there was a re- 
group after the second 
period, we came out 
see and ready to 


Pike Steelheads will 
return home tomor- 
row evening (Jan. 31) 
to take on the North 
Bay Battalion. 

Tickets to the game 
can be purchased by 
visiting the Box Of- 
fice, online through 


Me 
“Tf we didn’t have Ronald McDonald House, our lives would be very different. Juan 
would have to work at home, in Ottawa, Ont., and my family would be separated. Kevin 
needs both of his, and jally his brother, to find strength and smile.” The 
a | 111 nights while Kevin received life-saving cancer treatment. 
ne EEE 


| FEBRUARY 1410 17, 2020 
BRAMPTON MEMORIAL ARENA 


Join us for a fun-filled weekend of hockey! 
SATURDAY FEBRUARY 15TH 3:00 PM 
Special LIVE Televised Admirals Game Versus Milton Menace 
Lots of free fun, including meeting our mascots, autographs, hockey 

shooting competitions, and more. 

FAMILY DAY MONDAY FEBRUARY 17TH 

Brampton Bombers Jr. B game beginning at 1:30PM followed by your 
Brampton Admirals Jr. A game 
beginning at 6:30PM 


This event is in @® James Hardie’ 
partnership with m p ; Building Products 


Ronald McDonald 
print S3SOuID 


House charities 


Deen or by f — 
calling (905) 502- [- L 34 BRAMPTONMEMORIALARENA 277 
9100. 4 © ~~ 69 Elliott Street, Brampton, Ontario Sd © 


IN SUPPORT OF: 


PRESENTED BY: 
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David Mutai - Winning Races from 


Kenya to Canada 


David Mutai, the 
winner of the Men’s 
Open category at the 
2019 Mississauga 
Marathon, was born 
in the high-altitude 
Rift Valley region of 
Kenya, where he grew 
up and_ attended 
school. 

He was an active 
child and was always 
encouraged by his 
parents to participate 
in various sports. Like 
every one of his 
friends, David loved 
soccer and is a die- 
hard fan of Arsenal 
and Real Madrid. 

Coming from a fam- 
ily of athletes, David 
notes that it is his two 
older brothers who in- 
spired him to take 
running seriously. 

Wanting to compete 
with his older siblings, 
David acknowledges 
them as one of the rea- 
sons for his success. 
Another source of in- 
spiration for David 
has been his parents. 

Having been en- 
couraged to be active 
by his parents for his 
whole life, it came as 
no surprise to him 
when he found out 
that both were ath- 
letes during their time 
in school. It’s safe to 
say that athletics is in 
the Mutai family’s 
DNA. 

David has been run- 
ning half marathons 


and road races for 
over nine years, and 
follows a strict train- 
ing routine that in- 
cludes running an 
average of six days per 
week. 

When asked about 
the number of races he 
has participated in, 
David says, “I have 
participated in no less 


than 50 half 
marathons and 10K 
events. As for full 


marathons, I tried one 
in 2011 and it wasn’t 
good for me, so I 
stopped because I felt 
I wasn’t mature 
enough. In 2015, I did 
another other one and 
I did well, this encour- 
aged me to go and 
train for it.” 

Beginning his run- 
ning career in Kenya, 
David has_ gained 
nine-plus years of ex- 
perience that has seen 
him travel across the 
globe. 

Between 2010 and 
2017, David was run- 
ning his races in Asia 
before deciding in 
2018 to make the 
switch to North Amer- 
ica. 

The first race that 
David participated in 
when he came over- 
seas was the Half at 
the Mississauga 
Marathon. 

This was a special 
moment for David. 
Not only was this his 


first North American 
race, but he finished in 
an incredible second 
place. 

Today, David travels 
between Canada and 
Kenya to split his time 
between participating 
in races and spending 
time with his family. 
He has run various 
marathons, across 
Canada, and was the 
Men’s Open winner of 
the 2019 Mississauga 
Marathon. 

The victory was a 
huge success for David 
because he had run 
and won the Waterloo 
Marathon the previ- 
ous weekend. 

When asked about 
this impressive ac- 
complishment; a 
cheerful David said, “I 
take every race as a 
challenge and prepa- 
ration for the next 
race. It was only one 
week after I ran the 
Waterloo marathon 
and to run marathons 
one week apart and 
win is not that easy 
ses so I was very 

appy. 

teroaghont his ca- 
reer, David has in- 
spired lots of people. 

He currently runs 
and trains with his 
group of friends, all of 
whom were inspired 
to take up running 
after seeing the suc- 
cess that David has 
had. 


You can see David in 
action at the 2020 
Mississauga 
Marathon, May 1-3 
and the 2020 Bramp- 
ton Half Marathon, 
June 13-14! Partici- 
pants in this year’s 
marathon, the 17th 
annual event, can run 
or walk in the full 
marathon, Pandora 
Square One _ Half 
Marathon, 10km, 
Novo Nordisk “Hazel” 
5km, Timbits 2km 
Fun Run or the full or 
10k relays. 

On May 1-3, 2020, 
participants will enjoy 
a weekend of live 
music, food, drinks, 
games, free shuttles 
and parking as they 
take on their fastest 
run yet. For more 
info, visit mississauga- 
marathon.com. 

The inaugural 
Brampton Half will 
also be taking place on 
June 13-14, 2020. This 
half marathon and 
10km event provides 
an opportunity for 
new and experienced 
runners to be a part of 
history. 

The festivities take 
place at Mount Pleas- 
ant Village, home to 
the start and finish 
line accompanied with 
music, food, drinks 
and games! To learn 
more or to register, 
visit _bramptonhalf- 
marathon.com. 


THE COMPASS 


KHHEKKHE 


We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 


* Volunteer 


* Host a food drive 
* Follow us on social media 


MARATHON 
MALE 
15’ PLACE 


www.thecompass.ca 
f w @ CompassFoodBank 


alae, 


WEEKLY 


Digital Newspaper 


pen January 30, 2020 Layout 1 29/01/2020 3:56 PM Page 19 


—e- 


Jan. 30, 2020 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | LIFESTYLE 19 


LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Brampton Library opens eighth branch with celebration 


Brampton Library’s 
eighth branch is offi- 
cially open. 

Situated in the new 
Lionhead Market- 
place, the new 6,000 
square foot location 
will offer a wide 
range of library serv- 


ices to the commu- 
nity and a new Ear- 
lyON' Child and 
Family Centre, for 
families with chil- 
dren aged o — 6. 
Residents can now 
borrow and return li- 
brary materials at 


Z 
Pes.,.. Patrick Bri 

| 

= 


Souths 


n greéts a family at th 


the site, enjoy free 
Wi-Fi and access to 
computers and use 
the space for a vari- 
ety of learning op- 
portunities. 

Last week, Bramp- 
ton Mayor Patrick 
Brown, Councillor 


t Branch.on Jan. 24, 2 


Mapaning of th 


Michael  Palleschi, 
Brampton Library 
board chair Jaipaul 
Massey-Singh and 
local MPP Prabmeet 
Sarkaria, among oth- 
ers, were on-hand to 
open the new library 
with excitement. 


| 
the Brampton 


David 


In his remarks, 
Brown highlighted 
the importance of a 
strong library system 
in building a strong 
community, and 
Massey-Singh spoke 
about the impor- 
tance of early learn- 
ing programs in 
support of local fam- 
ilies. 

“We are really ex- 
cited to open the 
doors of this new 
South West Branch 
in one of the fastest- 
growing areas of 
Brampton,” said 
Massey-Singh. 

“Most significantly, 
this is an area of the 
City that has grown 
75 per cent in chil- 
dren under the age of 
six in the past five 
years. These are the 
citizens who we 
know will shape the 
future of Brampton 
and for whom setting 
on the path of liter- 
acy and _ lifelong 
learning now is so 
crucial.” 

Speaking on behalf 
of the Region of Peel, 


Palleschi added that 
he was proud to be 
present with local 
partners, Brampton 
Library, BridgeWay 
Family Centre, the 
Region of Peel and 
the Province of On- 
tario, who together 
have helped make 
the opening of the- 
new EarlyON Centre 
possible. 

“Together, we are 
all working toward 
the goal of enhanc- 
ing early years expe- 
riences for families 
by providing choice 
and convenience to 
access services, re- 
gardless of where 


they live,” said 
Palleschi. 

The new South 
West Branch at 
8405 Financial 
Drive. 


For more informa- 
tion on the library 


and upcoming 
events and _pro- 
grams, visit the 


Brampton Library 
website at bramp- 
tonlibrary.ca. 


“Street Nurse” talks New mural unveiled at Brampton school 
homelessness 


A nurse who spear- 
headed a campaign to 
help the homeless will 
share her story next 
week in Brampton. 

“Street Nurse” 
Cathy Crowe will talk 
about her new book 
on homelessness, 


Knapsack Full of 


Dreams, at a public 
event that will be held 
next Thursday, Feb. 6, 
from 2 - 4 p.m. at 
Knights Table (4-287 
Glidden Road). 

Admission is free for 
the event, where 
Crowe will discuss the 
book, her work as a 
nurse, and her cam- 
paigns to create a bet- 
ter life for homeless 
people. 

Crowe trained as a 
nurse at Toronto Gen- 
eral Hospital, receiv- 
ing a diploma in 1972, 
a BA from Ryerson in 
1985, and an MA 
from the Ontario In- 
stitute of Studies in 
Education in 1992. As 


a result of her cam- 
paigns to improve life 
for people on the 
street, she was ap- 
pointed as a member 
of the Order of 
Canada last year. 

Knapsack is about 
working with 
Toronto’s homeless, 
discovering that when 
homeless people are 
ill “they had no bed to 
snuggle into, no 
chicken soup, no 
medicine cupboard, 
and for the most part, 
no caregivers.” 

After an operation 
in hospital “people 
were more often than 
not discharged back 
to the street before 
they could fully heal.” 

She will also de- 
scribe the campaigns 
she continues to work 
on — to persuade gov- 
ernments to build af- 
fordable housing, and 
to improve health 
care for homeless 
people. 


Visual Arts Missis- 
sauga (VAM) has un- 
veiled a new 
community mural at 
Huttonville Public 
School in Brampton. 

Designed by VAM 
artist/instructor Linh 
Thai, the mural cele- 
brates Huttonville’s 
rich history while look- 
ing to the future, the 
organization revealed 
Wednesday. 

The 24-foot-wide 
mural represents the 
current diversity of the 
school’s population 
and promotes an inclu- 
sive environment. 

The painting of the 
mural was a two week 
long creative endeavor 
involving over 265 stu- 
dents and Huttonville’s 
teaching faculty work- 
ing with the guidance 
of VAM’s ArtReach 
team, including Thai 
and Jacqueline Mak. 

“Huttonville was one 
of Peel Region’s origi- 
nal four room rural 
school houses built in 
1938,” explains Visual 
Arts Mississauga’s pro- 
gram coordinator, 


Wendy Heagney- 
Bakewell. “This mural 
adds a new chapter to 
the history of this Hut- 
tonville School reflect- 
ing its diverse student 
population. The mural 
is located just outside 
of two new Kinder- 
garten rooms and will 
welcome future stu- 
dents.” 

The mural also de- 
picts some of the his- 
tory of the area; when 
families in the region 


would visit local apple 
orchards for “pick- 
your-own” apples and 
a tractor wagon ride. 
Since these early 
days, many changes 
have occurred in the 
community as new 
homes have been built 
around the school. 
Huttonville Public 
School’s website states; 
“As a school commu- 
nity, we believe that 
every student has the 
right to learn to his or 


her potential in an in- 
clusive and caring en- 
vironment.” 

The VAM team en- 
sured the students at 
Huttonville Public 
School were able to 
create the new mural 
in a collaborative and 
inclusive atmosphere. 

For more informa- 
tion on the ArtReach 
Schools program, call 
905-277-4313 or visit 
visualartsmississauga.c 
om. 


° 
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Local theatre group receives grant for “Stitch in Time” 


Sawitri Theatre 
Group was recently 
awarded a coveted On- 
tario Trillium Founda- 
tion (OTF) Seed grant 
for the Stitch In Time 
Project. 

The program aims to 
provide participants 
access to learn or 
renew their sewing 


and/or embroidery 
skills to artistically ex- 
press themselves 
through __ fabric-art, 


making wearable/use- 
able items that con- 
nect them to their 
culture. This program 
will run from Jan. to 
Oct. 2020. 

The objective of this 
project is to help break 
down barriers: socio- 
economic; language; 
technology; etc. and 
make participants feel 
more connected to 
their community. 

“The Stitch in Time 
by Sawitri aims to pro- 
vide women with a 
sense of empower- 
ment,” said Deepak 
Anand, MPP for Mis- 
sissauga-Malton. “It 
will help them to learn 


and re-discover their 
creative skills through 
sewing and creating 
art. This Seed Grant 
from the Ontario Tril- 
lium Foundation 
(OTF) will help our 
women gain the re- 
sources they need to 
cultivate friendships, 
sisterhood, and 
courage. It is my sin- 
cere wish that this pro- 
gram will help women 
ain their financial 
reedom which will 
lead to empowerment 
and independence for 
their future.” 

The Stitch In Time 
project is a weekly pro- 
gram that will run for 
a period of approxi- 
mately ten months, 

roviding women who 
eel disenfranchised a 
safe environment to 
enhance their fabric 
art skills. Sawitri will 
be partnering with 
fashion __ designers, 
haute couture creators 
and other experts in 
the industry to impart 
relevant technical skill 
to the participants. 

"I'm grateful to the 


Ontario Trillium 
Foundation for sup- 
porting the Stitch In 
Time project,” said 
Jasmine Sawant, the 


artistic director of 
Sawitri. 
“T'm very excited and 


hope that this pilot is 
the start of a much 
larger movement to 
help women come to- 
gether and build com- 
munity through the art 
of sewing and embroi- 
dery. 
Fabrics are our sec- 
ond skin that not only 
protects but also pro- 
vides us our cultural 
identity. Functional or 
fashionable, they have 
been a part of the de- 
velopment of the 
human race and in 
these difficult times 
where more barriers 
and borders are being 
put up, we hope that 
the ‘Stitch-In-Time’ 
Project will help take 
down some of these 
barriers and_ erase 
some of these bor- 
ders." 

In order to help facil- 
itate this project, Saw- 


itri has appointed 
Asha Ponnachan, a 
performance _ artist 
who is also skilled in 
sewing and jewelry 
making, as the project 
Co-ordinator. 

Tanya Theberge, a 
sustainable fashion 
designer who is partic- 
ipating in the initia- 
tive, said of being part 
of this project as an in- 
structor, “I’m thrilled 
to partner with Sawitri 
in the Stitch-In-Time 
program. It’s a great 
opportunity for me to 

ass on what I’ve 
earned and the skills 
that I’ve acquired as a 
sustainable fashion 
designer and social en- 
trepreneur to the com- 
munity.” 

The Ontario Trillium 
Foundation (OTF) is 
an agency of the Gov- 
ernment of Ontario, 
and one of Canada’s 
leading granting foun- 
dations. 

Last year, OTF 
awarded $108 million 
to 629 projects 
throughout the 
province. 


Focus on Film Forum - Academy Awards Could Experience 
a ‘Parasite’ Infestation 


by Joseph A. Monachino 


“You talking to me?” - 
Taxi Driver, 1976 


There are always 
surprise winners at 
the Academy Awards 
— a.k.a. “The Oscars”. 
This year, there 
could be a “Parasite” 
infestation! 

The winner of the 
Screen Actors Guildd 
(SAG) Award for 
Best Ensemble Cast 
can indicate the win- 
ner of the Best Pic- 
ture Academy 
Award. 

It should be noted 
that actors make up 
the largest percent- 
age of the Motion 
Picture Academy, so 
their preferences can 
have an especially 
large impact on the 
Oscar race. 

In the last decade, 
the SAG ensemble 
winner has gone on 
to win best picture at 
the Academy Awards 
half the time. 

In my _ opinion, 
there are three nom- 
inees for the Best 
Picture Oscar that 
have the best chance 


to win. These are: 
“1917”; “The Irish- 
man”; and “Once 
Upon A Time In Hol- 
lywood”. 

After the SAG 
Awards, we may 
have the dark horse 
who will come up the 
middle to win, 


namely, “Parasite”. 

Should it win, it 
will be a first for the 
Academy Awards: A 
foreign language film 
that wins the award 
for Best Picture. I 
plan to watch the 
“Oscar” telecast right 
until the Best Picture 
Award is handed out 
to see if it wins. 

The Focus On Film 
Forum article I plan 
to write for February 
might be a feature 
article on how Acad- 
emy Award history 
has been made. 

The chances are 
very good for “Para- 
site” to win for Best 
Picture of 2019. 

As noted earlier in 
this article, the 
biggest voting bloc of 
the Academy for Mo- 
tion Pictures Arts 
and Sciences is the 


Screen Actors Guild. 
It might very well be 
the most influential 
voting bloc as well. 
In this era of diver- 
sification and inclu- 
sion, there may be 
other “Oscar” sur- 
prise winners who 
may win the coveted 
awards in other cate- 
gories as well this 


year. 
We shouldn’t for- 


get that Kathryn 
Bigelow won for Best 
Director of the Best 
Picture winner of 
2009, which was 
“The Hurt Locker”. 
She was the first 
woman director ever 
to do so. 

So, what was con- 
sidered unthinkable 
for a Foreign Lan- 
guage film to be a 
Best Picture winner a 


short time ago, can 
become a reality on 
the night of Feb. 9. 
Is my money on 
“Parasite” for the 
Best Picture Acad- 
emy Award? Not 
necessarily, but I 
may put money on it 


Monthly 
Movie Night takes 
place on the last 
Wednesday of each 


month. The cost to 
see any movie play- 
ing at Cinestarz at 
Burnhamthorpe and 


Central Parkway is $ 
6.00. 
E-mail me_ at 


joseph.monachino@ 
yahoo.com if you are 
interested in attend- 
ing. The next event 
is on Feb. 26. 
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LAKEVIEW Aprés 


COMMUNITY PARTNERS LIMITED Council 


Relax — how do we 
do this? 

Can we just sit back 
and not do anything? 
How does that work 
for you? Is it easy or 
not? Do we need 
something to help us 
relax like a drink, 
cigarette or drug? 

How does __ that 
work for you? How 
long does the sensa- 
tion of relaxing 
work? 

Relaxing is not just 
about sitting back 
and relaxing. It is 
about allowing your 
muscles to let go of 
their tension. It is 
also about letting go 
mentally of your 
frustrating thoughts 
and emotions. Now 
that is more difficult. 

We should focus 
more on_ relaxing 
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than frustration. 
Learn to adapt and 
change what is going 


on. 

Find somewhere 
quiet for yourself. 
Now close your eyes. 
How do you feel? 
Closing your eyes 
can really help you 
relax. Your eyes are 
the hardest working 
part of your body. 

So, take the time to 
just close your eyes 
and allow the feeling 
of relaxation to flow 
through your body 
starting from your 
toes to the top of 
your head. How does 
that work for you? 

It takes practice, 
but it works. When 
you sit back, don’t try 
and straighten your 
back, but relax from 
the front of your 


—e- 


body. Open up the 
front of your body. 

Tilt your chin until 
your neck and shoul- 
ders relax. Lead with 
your nose, not with 
your chin. There is 
such a difference in 
that feeling. 

Uncross your legs 
and arms and let 
them just relax. Pay 
attention to how they 
feel — your feet on 
the floor and your 
legs and arms 
against what you are 
sitting on. 

Wiggle your toes 
and fingers to release 
any tension, then go 
all the way up and 
down your legs and 
arms shaking them 
back and forth until 
you feel different. 

Shaking is one of 
the best ways of re- 
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Health and Wellness - Relax, Breathe, Allow 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


leasing tension so do 
it often. It also in- 
creases circulation 
that might have been 
cut off because of 
non-movement. Our 
body needs to move 
to keep it healthy. 
Now breathe. Feel 
the air coming in 
through your nostrils 
and going all the way 
down to the bottom 
of your ribcage. Your 
ribcage covers and 
protects your lungs. 
Allow the exhala- 
tion to be longer than 
the inhalation. Feel 
the release of your 
breath. Now feel it 
through your body 
all the way down to 


your toes. 
If you have trouble 
breathing through 


the nostrils, then 


practice the sniffing 


breath. Take four-to- 
five short sharp 
sniffs with the mouth 
closed and then re- 
lease out through the 
nostrils. This will 
help teach you how 
to nostril breathe. 

This is the health- 
ier breath, because 
the nostrils cleanse 
the air coming in and 
also warms it for the 
lungs. It is the way 
100 per cent of the 
air goes straight into 
the lungs and none 
to the stomach. 

So now, how do 
you feel? It didn’t 
take long to change 
the feeling of the ten- 
sion in your body, 
and all of a sudden, 
you feel differently. 
You think clearer 
and move easier. 

To work properly, 
your body needs re- 
laxation to circulate 
the blood to keep 
every part of our 
body cleansed and 
healthy. 

Allowing relaxation 
will do that. So often 
I hear people in my 
classes tell me they 
can’t relax but that is 
a choice. Simple ex- 
ercises done often 
during the day will 
do that. 

Even walking out- 
side will help with 
the body’s movement 
but also breathing in 
the fresh air will be 
beneficial to you. 

We do so many dif- 
ferent diets and we 
don’t appreciate it. 
Relax. eat and enjoy 
it. We used to sit 
around a_ dinner 


table talking and eat- 
ing with our family. 
We have lost that un- 
fortunately. 

So often we don’t 
enjoy what we are 
doing, and that is be- 
coming a huge prob- 
lem. 

Maybe the title of 
this article should 
say — ENJOY, BE 
HAPPY, RELAX. 
Would we follow that 
more in our lives? 

So, where in our 
lives do we need 
change? Do we rec- 
ognize it or do we 
just do it anyway? 
Does the drink, ciga- 
rettes, drugs. still 
help? If they don’t, 
then change it. 

More of _ these 
helpers definitely 
won't be an option 
because they are al- 
ready showing you 
that there has to be 
different choices. 

Some other options 
could be smiling 
more often. Hugs 
are good too. We all 
need a hug in our 
day. Laughs are es- 
pecially good but not 
at others. 

I always found 
being able to laugh at 
ourselves can help 
lighten the load. Let’s 
get over ourselves. 
We can’t be that seri- 
ous. Life needs fun to 
live well. 

So how about re- 
laxing, breathing and 
allowing more in our 
lives. Enjoy your day, 
do hugs and smiles 
more often. You are 
definitely worth it. 


if 


February 6th, 2020 7pm - 10pm 


Common Ground Cafe 
157 Lakeshore Road West, Mississauga 


- ” 


Bs. 
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Virtual libraries, lapt« 
and more land in Mississ 


Access to online lhie and Woodlands-lior on the go to connect 
braries, laptop lendimmries. The laptop any device to the-In 
and more are just lending program is aternet. 
some of the initiatiwekot developed im coIn a statement, the 
being launched at loksdoration with the Library said that it is 
libraries this winte&ity s Information continuing to meet the 
Mississauga Library Technology division mseds of customers 
System has revealed.part of the Smart Ciwith a wide variety of 

The library systemMaster Plan. technology. 
announced earlier thiShromebooks con - We are pleased to 
week that it will-betifue to be availablwrovide access to a 
fering free resourcefor in-library use atidhevariety of tech 
for residents, with Gdwksville, Malton amllogy, said library di 
intent of making it @asridan locations. rector Lori Kelly. We 
ier than ever to acceShe library systemare working to ensure 
information. has also expanded ittshhat our customers can 

Customers will nowexisting hot spot-lemtress our collection in 
have the option te reg program, which new ways as well as 
ister for a library wegah initially at igmsovide resources for 


One of Peel Regiomchools to teach-sthealth, builds an ing. The virtual ddoksville location,tltase who do not have 
most exciting arts damts about tran- clusive environmen rary card enables cimclude Central, Framcess so they can get 


grams will celebratacending cultures b§or students from dMers to immediatelMcKechnie, Malton, connected to help with 


the new year with prming the creativitfemfnt backgrounds 2CCcess online re - Mississauga Valley amthool, a job search, 
grams geared towardearious South Asiarthat transcend cul Sources such as e- Woodlands libraries .government services 
mental health. workshops in film, tures, said Vikas ROPES newspapers; Similar to a Wi-Fiand more. 


MonsterArts for music, visual art arte executive dined te and down network, hot spots caHor more informa 
Youth, which is pardemifgn, and historiw&lMonstraRTity. eflable movies and be used at home, wortkion, visit mississaugal 
the non-profit Mon toys and games. Region is a mosaic Gflc- 
strARTity Creative In a statement Tuemltures, and we araew users can also 
Community, will be day, the founders cio proud to bring tpgyade to a free f 
providing workshopsthe MAY program saicbsmopolitan commu Service card for ac 
focused on mental they are striving twity together ang tO Our physical col 
health to schools promote mental healtmheak boundaries wfeirns and additiona 
across Mississauga,by building an incltthe MAY program. tary SCEVvicer. The 
Brampton and beyondsive artistic enviroHor more informa Virtual card is a-p, 

The programs, ment leading to tion about the mayC@l option for anyo; 
which are co-fundedelf-discovery for wohegram, visit monWho prefers to use fmm 
by Ontario Trilliumnyouth. Sereet ity con toes ee 2 the Library 6 § 
Foundation and the The MAY program artsforyouth/requedine collection. ‘ 
Ontario Arts Councitljes into how art cemrkshop. Customers can also 
have brought world-be used to support di borrow laptop compu 


class artists into alogues around mentalSubmitted Photo) ©€©s for in-library um 
Central, Frank McKe 


Heritage festivals, diversity mark busy mo 


Brampton s diverentertainment, a Black Canadians. part of the city ds proud to celebtetratage and culture, 
sity is set to beTemlid Heritage Two events in Febommunity Recogniour community s-imwelebrate Chinese 
brated at severalMonth flag-raisingquary will be heldinm Program, a-seredible diversitWew Year, and rec 
upcoming events and much more in celebration of theies of cultural Mayor Patrick Browgynize the contribu 
taking place store. city s Black Africamlebrations that sate earlier thistions of our Black 
throughout the end Residents can weand Caribbean comhosted throughout week. We hope reAfrican and 
of January and Felsome the Lunar Nemunities. the year to honoundents from all-cwWhribbean communi 
ruary. Year, and the Chi Kick off the monfthcal diversity. tural backgroundsties at these exciting 

Residents are -innese Year of the Ratth a flag raising Brampton is a mwill join us to legooming events. 
vited to celebratat Brampton City ceremony on Satursaic, and city comorelabout Tamil For more informa 
the city through Hall on Sunday, Ja@ay, Feb. 1 at 2 7 oe 
events focusing om6 from 1 - 4 p.minitKen Whillans 
different culturesheiwity Hall Atr#gmare, and bring 
cluding Tamil her This lively celebhe month to a cl« 
itage, Chinese Newion will includewith the Beat of 
Year and recognizdconic dragon andBlack History Moni 
the contributions ldfn dances, calleyemt on Friday, 
Black Canadians imhy artists, and 28 at City Hall. 
the community. freshments. The closing even 

On Friday, Jan. 2€pmmunity leaderwill feature a ma: 
the city will kicwidflf offer wishes keffplace with foo 
the festivities wptiosperity and go@md retail vendor: 
Tamil Heritage health for the ¢conmfrom 12 - 8 pm in 
Month celebrationing year. This eveéite City Hall Con: 

January is recogis organized in-pawattory, and a cers 
nized as Tamil Hemership with the mony including 
itage Month in Brampton Chinese song, dance and 
Brampton to cele Business Associa spoken word per- 
brate the contribttion, and is proudbrmances at 6 p.1 
tions of Tamil supported by HSBCin the Atrium. » 
Canadians. and Mandarin Artists and vendy» 

Residents can le&estaurant. interested in pari» 
more about this February is recogating in the Bla 
community s histomzzed nationwide @#&story Month evel 
and culture from Black History Montage invited to ap} 
9 p.m. in the City time to honour ttethe City by Jai 
Hall Atrium, withlegacy and containwso. 
food samples, livadng contributions dthe events are 


ll 


JA §P) 
HE 


Lk, 
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Living on a bonus life or bo 


by Vidya Gopaul 


You might say lifendshappy with less For some that is no&d a kidney trans to our relationship. Néw that the govern 
unpredictable, but afid that means lessthe case. They coulglant thirty years wgnt to make-up allment has eliminated 
you plan it correcthgterialistic and mnopé follow that linead is still alive.tfkelost time from hhw mandatory retire 
and wisely, you canspirituality. process because of other day, he said on." ment age several years 
overcome the unpre Taking the above their own choices ma, "I am living my Hafie you heard theago, people are work 
dictability. Hence poeps, I was able tdife, destiny or shasra bonus because couple in their 60’a&ng beyond their-retire 
can live either on graduate from colleged luck. The faet rbhis transplant shosaging , "I’m tellimgninyage to make 
bonus or borrowed lafid.university debtmains that at the endt have lasted thakids to get marriedeadd meet. Hence you 

You can choose suchree, which means Iof the day, if the é@ndg." On average, ahey are not listenamg.playing catch-up 
a life financially,d&d not borrow fromresults are the samergan transplant lasirsthe kids are stiagaah, and hence you 
cially, ethically orhe bank at all, whithen that linear about fifteen yearsschool... or one ofatrkeliving on a bor 
morally. It is net mmintaining my ex process does not reaFlimancially - If yeoids just moved backowed life. 
possible, but it ispenses, rents and pmatter. In other wopday all your cardshomghbecause he doesAfter all the proper 
doable at any stagesofial expenditures when everything ts ahen you should be not have a job... ostsbs you took and still 
our life. working two jobs-duromplished before gbile to pay off allmygved back home be did not get done and 

I can never forgeting my study years.retire, then the godébt before retire cause she could notyafi know you did your 
what once my father At the same time, has been achieved -ment. ford to pay rent andevel best, then I 
said to me. "Son, iaéfyew securing a goydu live your life a®therwise, you haveuition fees... andweald say then it is 
earn one dollar, makeb, I was able to makas in retirementto keep paying all bdhe" God’s destiny, that is, 
sure you spend 99 maximum contribu - The word borrow borrowed money way As parents, you-cayou have to live ona 
cents and save 1 cehttons to my TFSA, means you owe some past the retirementnot ignore their plbarrowed life. 
for the future. YouRRSP] RESP, Mutual thing to somebody. 4ge, such as a mertand leave them to beOn the other hand, if 
be rich." Funds and stocks, means you have to gage, bank loan, -stdestitute. You are you have accomplished 

I took his advice wich gave me soundgive it back at somdent loan, car loanobhdged to assist théh the above, you are 
my heart, and ever returns for my retipeint in life. Hencalyoexpenses on theas best as you can now living on a bonus 


since, life has beement. play catch-up. It camedit cards. Henceeven if it means tolifve 
easily manageable. Téhat is a normal be in terms of healfby are living on aabborrowed life. NowWhen you are finan 
achieve such a prodiafe? For all intenfsnande, friendshiprowed life. you may have to ex cially sound, healthy, 


tive and efficient BPumpnses, life is afammly life and care®elationship/familtyend, or shall I saave family freedom, 
cial goal, you haveeawm process in a-tradiealth wise - If youse - in the beginborrow life to exteade spiritually uplifted 
start making plans tional way, that istawe care of your ning, you might notyour retirement dayand accomplished as a 
right from the starareOBorn, go throughealth from the beghave had good rela to help your kids. family person, then 
course, with that childhood, teenage ning by eating propérons with sons, -dauglareer wise - If ygou know you are-liv 
comes along lot ef Baod, adulthood, -obfoods, exercising ahdrs, wife, husbandpdan your career ing on a bonus. 
rifices and determihain an education, moderate drinking friends because youwisely, then you wilWhen you say, "I still 
tions. secure a professionthen chances of getdid not pay much-atnot have to play cahake to do this and 

I had to be frugalbuy a house, get -mating sick is less. tention to those-rella at the end. You that, such as, I have to 
with my expendituresjed, have children, But once you get tionship at the earhage to constantly mprry someone, have 
cut down on spendingake sure our childsénk, then you starstage. Now you playdate your skills; edhtadren, be a grand 


money on unnecessargre married, becomelive on a borrowed ferch-up to make uption and adapt to npwrent, pay off my 
things that you do gwandparents and-fimula - you will alway& those lost momeheshnology. debt and mortgage, be 
really need and rednaély retire. ask God, "Please let Hence, you are bor Otherwise, you wilmore careful with my 


the number of unrnec If you can achieveme live a few more rowing time to do theall behind in seekhaglth," then you are 

essary friends (frethose in a reasonabyears so that I canright thing or reverses that pay good living a borrowed life. 

loaders, so to speakime frame, like I dude my sickness orthe bonding processsalary and benefits Simply put - if you 

relatives and partiéBbat is very great amdst I can see theThere s a famous that will propel yoareoliving a life with no 
I had to make a-catery fortunate. Thawedding of my daughphrase, that says, t@tire with a sustaragrets whatsoever, 

culated judgement awill result in the fevollrand so on. am here now. I wantable income and livéhan you are living a 

to what would make of living a bonus lifflehave a relative tuhopay more attentidmfe as a bonus. bonus life! 


Family Day brings fun for the \ 


Monday, Feb.17 #gjuare from 12 - dlosed on Monday 
Family Day, and Misn. for Family Feb. 17. Regular 
Sissauga will be Skate Day, a fullfiaf hours wilt 
hosting a varietye@xoon of wintersume on Tuesday, 
events to encouragmder. Lace-up Feb. 18. 
residents of all ygeas skates and MiWay will operé 
to relax, have fiemjoy the outdooiwn a holiday ser 
and make happy = rink. schedule on Feb. 
memories with the Participants camesidents lookinc 
family through aralso enjoy free dketvel can get re 
assortment of tfoing at select Midsimse trip updates 
cales and venues.sauga community their next bus ar 

The city will beentres and arendy. calling 905-6] 
hosting a number dfiooking for a INFO (4636) for 
exciting family- change of pace? Hsistance. 
friendly programgsape the winter arldibraries will 
and activities-irnyoy a swim at gelosed on Sunday, 
ing skating, swinlect Mississauga Feb. 16 and Monde 
ming and sports. community centred#eb. 17. Regular 

Check out the Residents can vieiirs will resume 
many fun things tthe city s onlinduesday, Februar 
do around the citschedule, located &@t ' 
enjoy these expemississauga.ca/De The Mississauga 
ences and make partments/Rec/fan&mimal Services 
some happy familyyday/schedule/irstelter will alsc 


memories! x.html for a cemclosed on Feb. e 
= 


On Monday, Feb. plete schedule ofRegular hours wil 
17, residents carevents. resume on Tuesday 
head to Celebratiochity offices wiFemel18. 
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Local singer salutes the 70s with new album 


With a unique 
sound that seam- 
lessly blends Jazz 
with elements of Pop 
and R&B, there is 
something for every 
music fan to love 
about vocalist Denise 
Leslie. 

The effervescent 
singer released her 
debut recording One 
Fine Morning earlier 
this year, and held 
her official CD re- 
lease party this past 
weekend at Toronto’s 
Jazz Bistro. 

With infectious 
grooves and_ fresh 
Jazz arrangements, 
the debut album fea- 
tures well-crafted 
renditions of cher- 
ished pop songs from 
the 1970s including 
hits from Lighthouse, 
Van Morrison, Maria 
Muldaur, George 
Benson and The Po- 
lice. 

The new recording 
offers a fresh sound 
that is hip, innovative 
and familiar all at 
once, showcasing 
Leslie’s impressive 
vocal range and dy- 
namic phrasing. 

Indeed, Leslie’s col- 
lection of stellar ma- 
terial required a 
top-notch team to 
bring it to life. 

Produced by award 
-winning producer 
and guitarist Bob 
McAlpine, the 
recording features 
celebrated bassist Pat 
Collins, drummer 
Paul DeLong, pianist 
Don Baird, as well as 


horn players from 
Brass Transit and 
Lighthouse. 

For Leslie, a jazz 
vocalist who has per- 
formed in and 
around the GTA for 
the last 16 years, cre- 
ating the album was 
an “extremely proud” 
moment for her. 

“Tt’s comprised 
mainly of tunes from 
the 1970’s, and a cou- 
ey of originals. A 

uge goal was to in- 
corporate my many 
beloved jazz influ- 
ences into our 
arrangements, incl 
uding George Ben- 
son, Steely Dan and 
Miles Davis,” said 
Leslie. “I strived to 
create something 
heartfelt and person- 
ally significant here 
too, as it is a debut 
album. But at the 
same time I wanted 


Driven to “Tears 
showcase Leslie’s 
rhythmic sensitivity 
while other cuts in- 
cluding Reminiscing 
by Little River Band 
exude joy. Sneaky 
Love features the soul 
sounds of an incredi- 
ble horn — section 
teamed with Leslie’s 
effortless R&B vocal 
sensibilities. 

“The music of the 
“70’s had a pureness; 
melody was more in- 
tegral to songwriting 
and the great artists 
of our time dug 
deeper than ever cre- 


atively,” explains 
Leslie. “For each 
tune, I have a cher- 
ished personal mem- 
ory, not to mention 
deep felt respect for 
the artistry behind 
each song...I'm par- 
ticularly excited to 
shed the spotlight on 
some of these "un- 
dersung" heroes of 
songwriting from the 
1970s, and _ believe 
that these tunes will 
resonate with many 
listeners of my gener- 
ation and beyond.” 

Leslie worked for 
over two years with 
one of Toronto’s most 
sought after  gui- 
tarists, | McAlpine, 
and one of Canada’s 
finest jazz bassists, 
Collins, to help create 
the album. 

“The music of the 
‘70’s had a pureness; 
melody was more in- 
tegral to songwriting 
and the great artists 
of our time dug 
deeper than ever cre- 
atively,” said Leslie. 
“For each tune, there 
is a cherished per- 
sonal memory, not to 
mention deep felt re- 
spect for the artistry 
behind each _ too. 
Plus, these were my 
formative years, so I 
suppose I'm a little 
biased!” 

Leslie will perform 
selections from the 
album tonight (Jan. 
23) at 6:30 p.m. at 
Common Ground 
Cafe (located inside 
West Edge Commu- 
nity Church), at 157 


A 


’ 
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GROW YOUR NETWORK 
EACH & EVERY MONTH! 


25,000+ PEOPLE 
IN OUR NETWORK 


SHOWCASE YOUR BUSINESS, 
PROFESSION, EVENT, 
ETC. - 100°S HAVE & DO! 


80% OF ALL JOBS & 
BUSINESS IS FOUND 
THROUGH NETWORKING 


Yow drvettod bo The 
FIRST. AYS PEEL 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH EDITION 


IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 
AFRO CARIBBEAN BUSINESS NEIWORK (ACBN) & | 
CANADIAN BLACK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (CBCC) 


AFRO 
CARIBBEAN 
BUSINESS 
NETWORK 
on Sot 
15 MAIN ST., BRAMPTON OWN 
(COMMUNITY OWNED RESTAURANT) 
FROM 6:30PM - 11:00PM 


Hosted By: 
Ryan Knight, President - Afro Caribbean Business Network (ACBN) & 
Andria Barrett, President - Canadian Black Chamber of Commerce (CBECC) 


Admission is $20 in advance, $25 at the door. 
Visit ffpeel-feb2020.eventbrite.ca to secure your tickets! 


Coming soon 
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Streaming Radio (>): Vie; 


The Voice of Mississauga The Voice of Brampton 


theHazeF M.ca ACorners Radio.ca 
* Music, News / Sports ° 


Music from the 60’s throught today 
Local News & Sports 
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